
Give Us a Sign
2nd Sunday after Epiphany, Year C - 01/20/2019

Psalm Reading: 36:5-10
1st Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5, 2nd: John 2:1-11

STOP, Yield, No Right Turn, Right Turn on Red, One Way. 
Red Light, Yellow Light, Green Light. “Employees Only”, 
“Beware of Dog”, Open, Alternating Blue and Red Flashing 
Lights, (Siren Sound), Skid Marks on the Highway. The Smell of 
Turkey. The smell of burnt almonds. Folded arms, repeated 
buzzing, a closed door. Yellow tape, a chalked outline of a body 
on the ground. The snapping sound of a branch. A warm steel 
door. The taste of salt.

All of these things are something, a sight, a sound, a smell, 
a taste, a touch, or just some letters on a piece of board. They 
all have one thing in common. They are all a sign of something 
else. That is, they all point to something other than themselves.
All of these signs carry meaning. If you see a STOP sign, you 
know it is not smart to keep barreling down the road at your 
current speed. If you smell roast turkey it often means you are 
in for a Thanksgiving feast. If you see folded arms it tells you 
that a person may feel uncomfortable or angry or resistant. If 
you touch a door and it feels very warm, it could be a sign that 
there is a raging fire on the other side of it. If you hear a 
snapping branch, that could mean someone is sneaking up 
behind you.

So a sign tells you something. It points to something 
greater than itself. In the Gospel of John, Jesus performs seven 
miracles, and these miracles are called “Signs”. The first sign is 
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from our Gospel reading, and it is when Jesus turns water into 
wine. In the next miracle or sign, Jesus heals the son of a royal 
official. Then he heals a paralyzed man at a pool at Bethesda. 
Then there is the feeding of the five thousand. And soon after 
this Jesus walks on water. In John chapter nine, he heals a man 
born blind, and finally, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

A miracle is an amazing thing. Each of these miracles has a 
purpose or significance on its own, but there is something 
greater involved in them. Each incident is an obvious attention-
getter, like a flashing neon light that says “Open”.  So, the true 
importance of each miracle lies in what it reveals. Here in our 
story about Jesus turning water into wine the guests get to 
drink a magnificent wine, the likes of which they have never 
tasted. It speaks immediately of fellowship and hospitality, and 
that is one of the meanings of this episode. But that is not the 
ultimate significance here. What is significant is that this event 
points to who Jesus is, and what Jesus can do.

In our reading, Jesus is in the town of Cana in the district 
of Galilee at a wedding. Jesus has come with his mother and a 
few of his disciples. So Jesus is a guest, invited into the home of 
the bridegroom. We get the idea that this is quite a feast, a 
splendid celebration. We also get the idea that Mary, the 
mother of Jesus knows the host family quite well, for she seems
to have intimate knowledge of what is going on behind the 
scenes. When the party is well underway, she comes to Jesus 
and tells him that there is a problem. People are in the midst of 
having a good time, but the wine has run out. (NIV, John 2:1-3) 
This is the ultimate faux pas for the host. All these people and 
nothing to give them to drink! Mary must feel some of the 
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anxiety for the family and the kitchen staff, so she comes to her
son to relieve the situation. She comes to the one person she 
knows who can handle ANY problem.

However, Jesus is surprised. He asks his mother, “Woman, 
why do you involve me?” (v.4a) And I think we the readers are 
also a little surprised. I mean, is this really such a big deal? This 
is not a life and death situation. It is not like there is someone 
suffering from hunger or thirst. It’s not like someone has been 
beaten by robbers and is laying on the side of the road. This is 
more like finding out someone ate all of the salsa con queso 
and you didn’t even get one tortilla chip in the dip, right?

What is the worst that can happen? The wedding party 
breaks up and everyone goes home a little disgruntled. So, 
Jesus tells his mother, “My hour has not yet come...” perhaps 
meaning that it is too early in his career to start doing miracles. 
But Jesus caves in to his mother’s implicit request that he do 
something about this situation. (v.4b)

So, what might really be going on here? 
You know, I think this may be partly about fellowship and 

hospitality. The very fact that Jesus is willing to intercede at this
moment is a sign, a sign that Jesus is about relationship, Jesus is
about bringing people together and keeping them together. I 
think it underlines a fundamental mission of the Church that is 
to give us opportunities to be in relation with each other and to
do so in fellowship. I would take for example our fellowship 
time today. We are having a pot luck, and a pot luck is one of 
those miraculous events where you bring one dish to pass and 
then share in a full meal with others who share your Christian 
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faith. Our story of Christ at Cana shows a bit of who Christ is 
and reveals his sanction for us coming together in this way.

So, Christ tells the servants to fill six stone water jars, and 
these are huge water jars, each holding 20 to 30 gallons of 
water. I mean, that is like...150 gallons all together! (v.6-7) Then
a servant takes a sample to the master of the banquet and he 
pronounces it some very good wine! (v.8-10) A hundred and 
fifty gallons! Now that is a lot of very good wine. Let’s see, if we
consider that the average glass of wine is about six ounces, 
allow for a bit of spillage and that is about 20 glasses of wine 
per gallon times 150 and we are talking what? 3000 glasses of 
wine! Maybe this is a sign showing the magnificent generosity 
of our Lord Jesus, Christ! Our God loves us and gives us grace in 
abundance!

For me, I think this scene also reveals that Jesus is a 
problem solver, even a logistical problem solver. Sure enough, 
doesn’t this point forward to the miracle when Jesus feeds the 
five thousand? And think about what these two together 
foreshadow. Let’s see...we have wine in abundance at this 
miracle and we have bread in abundance for the five thousand. 
Put those two together and aren’t we reminded of the last 
supper, communion, the ultimate in hospitality, the ultimate in 
Christian fellowship? It is an event in which we participate the 
first Sunday of every month. It is for us a visible sign of an 
inward grace, a miracle that happens within our hearts and 
souls.

The final verse of our reading from John tells us that as a 
result of this miracle, the disciples, the ones he had brought 
with him, saw what he had done, his glory was revealed, and as
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a result … “his disciples believed in him.” What they came to 
believe is that this man was/is the Messiah. For John this is the 
big picture reason for the sign. It is an act that cements the 
disciples to him. They had followed Jesus, this charismatic 
speaker, around ever since John the Baptist had commended 
Jesus to them. But now, suddenly, they are given a palpable, 
visible sign that confirmed what they had been told. It 
confirmed what they wanted so much to believe. Jesus is the 
Lord!

Just as the significance of this event was not lost on the 
disciples, it should not be lost on us. In the Gospel of John, 
Jesus performs seven signs, and there are other miracles 
recorded in the other Gospels, the Book of Acts, and in the 
epistles. These miracles, that were written of so long ago, are a 
sign to us of what Jesus can do in our own lives. As at Cana, 
Jesus can radically and abundantly influence our relationships. 
As at Bethesda, Jesus can heal us in body, heart and soul. As 
when he fed the five thousand, Jesus can nourish us with bread 
from heaven. As when Jesus walked on water, he will come to 
us wherever we happen to be in our lives. And as when Jesus 
resurrected Lazarus from the dead, Jesus will also raise us from 
the dead, saving us from the folly of our sins. Signs are 
important. We should be paying attention to them.

So, the next time you are driving down the street and are 
confronted with a street sign that tells you to stop...STOP …. 
not one of those rolling stops where you just kind of give a 
passing nod to the law. No, you should feel the stop, and when 
you do, use that brief moment to reflect on where you are at in 
this life and all the signs of God’s goodness and glory in this 
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world. Reflect on the signs of Christ in your life. But, if you hear 
a beep, beep, behind you, you might want to take that as a sign
that you should get moving again. After all, God does want you 
to be active in this world...and, of course, respectful of other 
drivers.

Please put yourselves in a posture for prayer…
Gracious God, the signs of your grace and love surround us

every minute. So many that we do not need a “laws of physics 
defying miracle” every day to know that you are watching over 
us and love us. Lord, make us aware, help us to know and feel 
your love. Truly we need only open our eyes to know you are 
with us.
 

ἀμἠν
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