
Christ as King
Christ the King Sunday - Year B – 11/25/2018

Psalm Reading: 132:1-12
1st Reading: Rev. 1:12-18; 2nd: John 18:33-40

Sing...”Jeremiah was a Bullfrog! Was a good friend of 
mine! Never understood a single word he said, but I helped him
drink his wine.”

I remember way back in high school there was a song that 
came out by Three Dog Night. It was called “Joy to the World”. 
It was written by Hoyt Axton. My brother bought the 45 rpm 
record, and he must have played it about a million times on our
old Telefunken, which was a stereo system that was ancient 
even at the time and ran on tubes rather than transistors. But I 
recall it having pretty good sound.  The song begins, “Jeremiah 
was a bullfrog...” Though the original author of this song denies 
it having any specific religious overtones, there are some who 
believe that this Jeremiah was meant to be the prophet 
Jeremiah.

I don’t know about that. Truthfully, after having heard the 
song a couple of thousand times, it was not on my personal top 
ten list. In spite of this, the lyrics are seared into my memory 
because there was really no way for me to escape listening to 
them with my brother demanding equal time on ye olde 
Telefunken. I have to admit that I afflicted Don McClean’s 
“American Pie” on my brother probably an equal number of 
times. Anyway, there is one stanza that goes, “If I were the King
of the world, tell you what I’d do. I’d throw away the cars, and 
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the bars, and the wars, and (please pardon the image) make 
sweet love to you.”

The song was released as a single in 1971. I think popular 
music speaks to the mindset of the youth of any generation. 
However, I am not sure how much it carries in the way of 
theological truth. What I think is interesting about this song is 
that it addresses the way people conceive of kingship. What it 
means to be king. 

Hoyt Axton obvious believed it is some kind of ultimate 
power that can control the world’s population as if they are 
automatons. “Don’t drive cars, go to bars, or get in fights.” I 
don’t think it is possible to rule humans so completely at least 
not by other humans.

In ancient Israel the idea of kingship was a bit different. 
Back three thousand years ago a king was basically a jacked up 
warlord, someone who led a band of warriors and took over a 
few towns and demanded that the local population support 
him. If you read the story of King David, you will find out that 
this is more or less how he came to power, first over Ziklag and 
ultimately over the tribes of Israel. But David was a king with a 
difference, he loved his people and he loved God. So, David 
moves the concept of kingship a little bit in a positive direction.

Perhaps this is why God had Samuel anoint him in the first 
place, and perhaps it is why God made a promise to him, to his 
descendants, to Israel, to all humanity regarding the rule of 
King David. In our Responsorial Psalm for today, we get the 
oath God made, “One of your own descendants I will place on 
your throne. If your sons keep my covenant and the statutes I 
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teach them then their sons will sit on your throne for ever and 
ever.” (NIV, Psalm 132:11-12)

And it was in hope of the coming of another King like 
David that the Israelites lived. This was the Messiah, the king 
they were looking for: a guy who was compassionate to his own
people, a person who could destroy all enemies, a Lord who 
would rule with an iron fist. This king would exude the temporal
glory, the earthly salvation they were craving. 

Indeed, this is what the Apostles believed they were 
getting from Jesus: a man who would become king of Israel, a 
man of power and might and compassion. They were shocked 
when Jesus was arrested, they barely had an inkling of where 
Christ’s power lay. They thought Jesus was going to be an 
earthly king.

But something happens in our reading from the Gospel of 
John when Jesus is dragged before Pontius Pilate. Pilate asks 
Jesus if he is King of the Jews. (John 18:33) Jesus takes 
command of the situation and responds with a question of his 
own, “Is that your own idea? Or did others talk to you about 
me?” (v.34) 

Pilate responds, “Am I a Jew?” (v.35) You know Pilate is 
portrayed in the Gospel of John as arrogant, aloof, mean even, 
and this is also how he is seen in historical sources. Josephus, 
one of the main sources for this period, paints him as pretty 
much a jerk. Pilate seems to see himself as better than the 
Jews. So his response, “Am I a Jew?” is meant to communicate 
two things. First, how would Pilate even know who Jesus is. The
Jews are so far beneath him that he takes no notice of them at 
all. Second, even if Jesus were King of the Jews, Pilate is not his 

3



subject so Jesus has no power over him. It is at this point that 
Pilate asks, “What is it you have done?”

Jesus now responds to the accusation that he has claimed 
to be King of the Jews. He says, “My kingdom is not of this 
world.” (v.36) It is at this moment we see a transference of the 
idea of kingship from earthly temporal king, to heavenly king. 
Jesus makes no claims as a warlord. He does not dictate laws. 
He does not rule with scepter and crown. He does not 
arbitrarily wield power. In other words, his power does not 
come from earth. As Jesus says, It is not really of this world. If it 
were there would be plenty of soldiers about to defend him.

But Jesus does not deny kingship. By no means! What he 
says is “But now my kingdom is from another place.” (v.36b) 
And there are two strange things about this sentence and the 
first of them is that curious word “now”. “Now”, does that 
imply that his kingdom was of this world sometime before the 
present? I think a case can be made that in a sense the kingship
of Jesus was of the earth. All we have to do is go back to King 
David. From our reading of the 132nd Psalm, we all know the 
promise made to David was that his descendants would reign 
over Israel forever. Jesus had inherited this kingship through 
Joseph, his earthly father. But I think we could view this as a 
kind of stage that Christ passes through. And he passes through
it not for his sake but for our sake.

Our human understanding is limited. We have so much 
trouble seeing the spiritual, understanding the divine, that we 
can only comprehend it through analogy. We know how we see
kingship. But that is only a dim glimmer of what the kingship of 
Christ must be. So God leads us through the process. First, we 
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see the warlord David. He transits us through to the rule of a 
compassionate king over a nation. Then there is all that hope 
built up over the centuries for the return of Dividic rule, the 
coming of a Messiah that we see so often in the psalms and the 
prophets. We are being led step by step from the temporal to 
the divinely spiritual.

And the place to which we are being led is in the second 
half of that sentence where Jesus says that his kingdom is from 
another place. That kingdom is, of course, heaven.

In the next verse of our reading from John, Pilate exclaims,
“You are a king, then!” (v.37a) Pilate believes he has caught 
Jesus in a prosecutorial trap. But, in fact, he has just made one 
of the most ironic statements in the history of humanity. He is 
proclaiming Jesus king, and not so much king of Israel, but of a 
kind that is not of this world, but is spiritual.

Jesus points out that Pilate is the one saying that Jesus is a 
king. He says, “The reason I was born and came into the world 
is to testify to the truth.” Jesus, standing before Pilate is all the 
evidence needed to verify Pilate’s statement that Christ is king. 
Jesus finally says, “Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

But Pilate has only half-heard, he asks, “What is truth?” He
has just been told the truth and all he can do is ask what it is. 
But we know what the truth is. Jesus is “the way, the truth, and 
the life.” (John 14:6) … The king of all creation.

So, here we have been moving from the Old Testament 
vision of Kingship through the Messiah to Christ, the spiritual 
king standing before Pilate. But within our readings we have 
another interesting glimpse at Christ as king and this comes to 
us through John of Patmos in the first chapter of the Book of 
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Revelation. It is a glorious image he can only describe using 
metaphor and simile. Christ appeared to him as “someone like 
a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and 
with a golden sash around his chest. The hair on his head was 
white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like a 
blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and 
his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand 
he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, 
double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its 
brilliance.” (Rev. 1:12-16)

My friends, we are, indeed, merely limited humans, and 
we have difficulty grasping things beyond our experience. John 
gives us the best picture he can of what Christ the King looks 
like. We get a picture of purity with white hair and a white 
robe. His eyes are like burning fire, blazing with truth and 
justice. And that voice! He says that it is like rushing water. 
Have you ever been to Tequomenon Falls? The rushing of that 
water makes for a powerful voice. It seems to surround us, to 
be everywhere, saying a million things all at once. And the 
double edged sword coming from Christ’s mouth that cuts both
ways obviously speaking truth. The sun-like face almost defies 
looking at. This is a truly brilliant spectacle and its strangeness 
to us is part of what explains it to us. Each part is 
comprehensible, but put them together and we have an image 
that speaks of power far beyond the image of the young David. 

Now, do we really understand what the Kingship of Jesus 
entails? God has led us through time and space to help us 
understand. We get hints of what kingship is all about with the 
young David, from his anointing and his compassion. Then we 
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see David as king, and God makes a promise. Then we have the 
scene between Jesus and Pilate where we move our 
understanding from the physical world to the spiritual. Then we
see John of Patmos describe Christ. Yet I don’t think we are 
quite there yet. I don’t think we will ever fully understand what 
Christ’s kingshipmeans until we meet with Christ face-to-face. 

When John met Christ, this is what Christ said to him, “Do 
not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I 
was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever!” And 
maybe this is where our understanding is being brought. First, 
to take comfort and not be afraid. Second, to know that, one 
with God, Christ is the First and the Last. And the significance of
Christ being the Living One, is that he is alive in both a physical 
and a spiritual way, alive in us and alive with us, alive forever. 
Christ is king, ruler of all things, and ultimately ruler of our 
hearts, which is the most important thing to us.

Hoyt Axton’s song about Jeremiah the bullfrog and its 
speculation on what being the King of the World would be like 
was not my favorite when I was young. But I supposes it has 
grown on me over the years. It is now inextricably tied up with 
memories of my youth.

You know, I don’t think Hoyt Axton meant the bullfrog to 
be the Jeremiah of the Bible, and I think his idea of kingship 
may have simply come from searching for words that rhyme 
with war. Yet, I think we might make something of the refrain 
of the song. It goes something like this ... “Joy to the world, all 
the boys and girls. Joy to the fishes in the deep blue sea. Joy, to 
you and me.” And isn’t that an appropriate way to view Christ’s 
kingship? As a joyous thing for all of us. With Christ as king we 
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can be sure of ultimate justice and love in spite of our faults, in 
spite of our sins. It is Christ’s kingship that carries us into 
Advent and moves us on toward Christmas. So let this holiday 
season be a time to remember who it is we serve, Christ the 
King.

Now please bow your heads and pray with me…
O Great King, Creator and Ruler of the universe, you made 

us in your image so that we might be in relationship with Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and King. God, make us obedient to him that 
we might be your people and you might be our God.

ἀμἠν
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