
Following Yonder Star
Epiphany - Year C - 01/06/2019
Psalm Reading: 72:1-7, 10-14

1st Reading: Eph. 3:1-12, 2nd: Matt 2:1-12

So, a couple of people (philosophers, or wise people, or 
astronomers, or as we typically call them “Magi”) are inspired 
to follow a star and come to Jerusalem. We do not know how 
many of them there were, but because they had three gifts we 
assume that there were three of them. These “magi” come out 
of the east, perhaps from Persia, or India, or could it be all the 
way from China? We really do not know the details. But what 
we do know is that they were not Jews. They had little if any 
knowledge of Jewish scripture.

Now, I love the Bible and it is the basis of my faith. But I 
have to admit that I am also fond of reading and watching 
YouTube videos about astronomy, physics, and science in 
general. And in a curious way, these too have strengthened my 
faith.

I always loved astronomy when I was a child, but what 
really got me into it was when I saw a strange and rare 
phenomenon called the “green flash”! It happened when I was 
in the Navy, serving as Officer of the Deck. The ship I was on 
was steaming through the Mediterranean, actually heading a 
little south of west. I believe we were somewhere south of 
Italy. It was a beautiful, calm day. I had never seen the Med, or 
any such large body of water be so calm. There was not a ripple
on the water in front of us as we cruised at a slow and barely 
respectable eighteen knots.
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The mood on the bridge of the ship, the place from where 
the ship is controlled, was as quiet and calm as the water. We 
were headed home to Norfolk from a station we had taken off 
Cypress. Myself and a junior officer were out on the bridge 
wing, scanning the horizon with our binoculars, looking for 
contacts, or anything remotely interesting, when the Executive 
Officer, second in command of the ship, came out onto the 
bridge wing. He was in an affable mood. He took a look around 
and said to us. “These are perfect conditions for the green 
flash.”

Now, I had never heard of the “green flash” and neither 
had any of the others on the bridge crew. “Green Flash” 
sounded like a comic book superhero to me. We thought the 
XO was spoofing us, but he insisted that it was a real thing, and 
he encouraged us to keep an eye on the sun to the point 
ordering us to watch as it began to sink. And I am glad that he 
was so insistent. By the time the sun was half down, the whole 
bridge crew was watching the sun. Then...As it 
disappeared...seeming to sink into the Mediterranean sea, the 
sun became a green flare going off in the distance. I never 
before, and never since have seen anything like it. It is etched 
on my memory, having thought of that sight hundreds of times 
since then.

To this day I feel privileged to have seen this marvelous 
manifestation of God’s glory in person. It was not as if I had not 
seen marvelous things in this life, but this was something I had 
never seen before and believe I will never see again. It made 
me realize that there is so much in God’s nature that we can 
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wonder at. Yet we have only seen a fraction of what God has to 
reveal to us.

The way I felt at that moment is how I imagine the magi 
must have felt when they first caught a glimpse of that 
marvelous star that would lead them to the new king. In a 
sense, it was the green flash that helped me begin a renewed 
search for God in the midst of God’s creation. And there are 
many who have made their search for God in a similar way. No 
less than Isaac Newton made the claim that his work in physics, 
mathematics, and optics was an effort to understand the “mind
of God”.1 Blaise Pascal examined the efficacy of faith through 
the use of logic and probabilities.2 Baruch Spinoza postulated a 
geometric proof for the existence of God.3 There are many who 
look at the vast infinity of the universe and realize that one 
slight difference in the force of gravity or some other 
cosmological constant would make life and even the universe 
impossible. Without that kind of order, dare I say intentional 
will in its creation, the universe could not exist as we know it.

There are many tools that we may use to understand our 
faith. There is our understanding. There is our experience. 
There is certainly the thoughts of the theologians. These things 
start us down the road to Jerusalem. But they can only carry us 
so far. For a true understanding of our faith, to truly get to see 
the Christ child, requires more than merely seeing a green flash.
It requires more than a star to follow. We must rely on God’s 
Word. The Magi were following a star, but all they knew was 

1 https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/converging-paths-truth/brief-survey-sir-isaac-newtons-views-religion 
(accessed, January 3, 2018)
2 http://excerpts.indepthinfo.com/necessity-of-the-wager-by-blaise-pascal (accessed, January 3, 2018)
3 https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/spinoza/ (accessed, January 3, 2018)
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that the astronomical phenomenon they saw was unusual. It 
was a portent of something greater than itself. Their initial 
investigation brought them to Jerusalem. And further 
investigations led them to understand that the root of their 
search was a long predicted messiah. When they got to 
Jerusalem they sought out the current king of the Jews, King 
Herod. They asked him, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.” (NIV Matt. 2:2) 

It was there that they were stymied. In order to answer 
the questions of the magi (v.3) Herod consulted the teachers of 
the law, the chief priests. And they went to the true source of 
faith...the Holy Book. You know that the holy book for the 
priests and pharisees of that day was the same as our Old 
Testament. So they were consulting some of the same 
scriptures that we use today. They delved into the book of the 
prophet Micah, one of the twelve prophets that appear in the 
Bible after the Book of Daniel. It told them, “But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah, for out of you will come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.” (Micah 5:2,4)

Now they understood that they would find this baby king 
that they were looking for in Bethlehem. And this journey of 
the magi from the east, prompted by natural wonder, then 
guided by logic and curiosity, and finally informed by God’s 
Word takes them, not so much to a place, but to a person! 
Directly under the star is the goal of this long journey. And it is 
also the goal of our life-long journey. Matthew tells us, “On 
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coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped him.” (Matt. 2:11)

In the same way when we make our journey to find Christ, 
this is the inevitable result of it. We follow the star to the stable
where he is staying. And when we see him we must bow down 
and worship the God who could create such a wonder as the 
universe and at the same time set in motion events that would 
send our Christ, our Messiah, our King, our Savior to this earth 
in the form of a baby child, held by a young mother. And like 
the magi, we worship God in the form of this baby child.

This story of the magi following the star has many layers. 
But I think one of the messages of it is that we can find an 
understanding of God in the natural order of things. We can 
find understanding of God in the child like wonder with which 
we greet natural phenomenon. But there is a danger and the 
danger is to mistake the creation for the creator. God is not the 
sun. God is not the majestic mountains. God is not the beauty 
or the curious nature of some ratio like the Golden mean or pi. 
God made these things, so we might understand something 
about God by examining them. They might plant in us a longing 
to seek God. We can enjoy them knowing that God gave them 
to us, a free gift of his bounty and grace. But they are not God. 
God made them and God made us. God is ever present, but 
God is not the objects we see or the ideas we hold in our 
minds.

By following the star we are not seeking a place, or thing 
or an idea. We are seeking a person. God is a person who wants
to have a relationship with each and every one of us. This 
personal relationship is ultimately achieved through prayer, 
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study, and in following God’s commandments as we find them 
in the Bible. It is found by living into the image of God laid out 
for us in the form of Jesus Christ. It is found by communing with
God, and making God a part of our daily lives.

Please bow your heads and pray with me…..
Lord, God of all Creation, you made the stars and the 

planets. All heaven and earth exhibit the glory of your 
craftsmanship. And as we ourselves marvel, we follow the stars,
and we delve into the mysteries of the universe. All these lead 
inevitably to you and your Word. And so Lord it is through your 
Word that we come to know who you truly are and come to 
have a relationship with you, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

ἀμἠν
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