
The Time is Near
13th Sunday after Pentecost - Year B

Psalm Reading: (111)
Rev. (1:1-8), Matthew (24:36-44)

Μακαριος ο αναγινωσκων και οι ακουοντες τους λογους 
της προφητειας και τηρουντες τα εν αυτη γεγραυμμενα, ο γαρ 
καιρος εγγυς.1

This is the third verse of our reading from the Book of 
Revelation. It is translated in the NIV as “Blessed is the one who
reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those 
who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the 
time is near.” I read this in the original Greek for a couple of 
reasons. First, I want to confer a blessing on us all by reading 
this aloud in the actual words in which it was originally written. 
But second, I want you to hear how strange the words sound to
us. It is rather like the whole of the Book of Revelation, the 
words sound strange, yet they are heavily laden with meaning, 
not just for our age, but for every time and place.

The Book of Revelation was written by John of Patmos, an 
early Christian exile, who had a vision during a persecution 
ordered by the Emperor Domitian2 in about the year 95 of the 
Christian Era. He was given this vision through God. It was a 
vision he made sure to write down and send throughout the 
churches of the region of Asia Minor. (Rev. 1:4) He wanted it to 
have the widest readership possible because his words 
absolutely needed to be heard. And we need to hear them as 
well.

It prophesies the second coming of Christ…
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One day when I was walking out of the church, I stopped 
to chat with a couple members of the congregation who were 
here to do a little road cleanup a day before the actual event. 
We all leaned over the bed of a pickup truck and talked about 
the weather, life in general and God. In the course of this 
friendly conversation, someone mentioned that they had never 
heard a Presbyterian minister preach on the Book of 
Revelation. I had to think hard, but I did remember once that I 
had heard a sermon on Revelation, but it was at a funeral. I had
to admit, though, that to that point, I had only preached on the 
Book of Revelation once myself and that was really all about 
technological change, and I had given it to a bunch of 
academics at seminary. 

I often preach from the lectionary, which is a list of 
suggested readings that the church made up years ago, and 
runs on a three year cycle. I do this just to make sure I am not 
preaching on the same subject every Sunday. Somehow, I 
seldom, if ever, seem to run across the Book of Revelation in 
the lectionary. It evidently gets only a few readings during the 
three year cycle.3

The Bible contains the Word of God, and all of the books 
of the Bible are inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Book of 
Revelation then is worthy of study and proclamation. Why does
the book get short shrift from some of the mainline 
denomination preachers? It is only a guess, but in my 
estimation it is because there is some discomfort with the basic
premise of this Revelation from John of Patmos. The premise is 
that the world will end someday, and when it goes, it is going to
go out in a cataclysmic series of events that will be unlike any 
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humankind has ever experienced. There are terrible natural 
events, wars, beasts, a lake of fire, four horsemen that bring 
death to many in the world. There are lambs, angels, suffering, 
and plenty of judgment to go around. No question, there is 
some frightening as well as amazing stuff in this book. Yet there
is Good News as well. Christ returns, the city of God comes to 
Earth, and we all come to live with our Lord God, Father, Son 
and Spirit. So this book is one that has plenty of relevance to us 
in our current state as living beings on a planet filled with 
turmoil.

So there are those, especially in secular culture, and within
Christian circles who look askance at this book. You know, 
when Martin Luther broke away from the Catholic Church at 
the beginning of the Reformation he seriously considered axing 
this book from the Lutheran Bible.4 But on further examination 
decided to keep it in the canon. With the skepticism of some, 
we must ask ourselves, “Is there any question that this vision of
John of Patmos will come to pass?” Well, this is a book of the 
Bible, inspired by the Spirit. It has gone through a considerable 
process of review and because we believe in that process, we 
believe in the results of it. So, no question: there will be an 
apocalypse. All that stuff we read about in Revelation is going 
to happen.

If this is the case, then there is another pressing issue for 
we time-bound creatures who happen to be living in what 
Dickens might have called the best of times and the worst of 
times.5 And I think our reading forces us to consider this 
question…“When will it happen?”
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You know that many people in the ancient church believed
that Christ would come back within a single generation. In fact, 
every age has a tendency to try to fit its own current events 
into the paradigm formed by the story in Revelation. And you 
may think this strange, but there are many times in history 
where the context fits neatly into the seeming allegory spelled 
out by John. Certainly the age in which it was written fell into it.
Then there were the dark ages, the turn of the first millennium, 
the world wars of the 20th century, and the list goes on. Official 
Predictions of the Apocalypse begin with Hilary of Poitiers who 
thought the end would come in 365, and there have been many
since then.6 But you know, just because they were wrong about
the time then does not mean that the apocalypse will not 
happen, and for that matter, happen soon.

Isn’t that what Jesus tells us in the Gospel of Matthew? 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Matt. 24:36) If 
not even Jesus knows the day or hour, how are we supposed to 
calculate the day and the hour, the year or even the century? 
You know, I was once tempted to sit down and try to work out 
this whole date of the apocalypse thing for myself. But before I 
got into it too far I realized that it is an impossibility. 
Theologians far greater than myself have made the effort and 
failed. Johnathan Edwards himself, perhaps the greatest 
American theologian, (he lived in the early 1700s) got it wrong. 
With careful historical analysis and calculation, he placed the 
date at the year 2000. That date has come and gone. If 
Johnathan Edwards could not correctly calculate the date for 
the apocalypse, it would be mere hubris for me to attempt it.

4



Far from setting an exact date for the apocalypse, I think 
the reason that almost any time in history fits neatly into the 
apocalyptic paradigm is precisely because the end could 
happen at ANY time. It is like we are perpetually standing on 
the edge of a diving board and the board is bouncing up and 
down and at any moment we could take the plunge.

This just points up the fact that we are sinful humans. We 
are subject to similar events in history happening over and over
again because we never seem to be able to learn the lessons of 
the past, because we never seem to listen to and obey God’s 
Word. If we could only obey God’s Word, to Love the Lord our 
God with all our Hearts, with all our Soul’s and all our minds, 
and love our neighbors as ourselves maybe we could break out 
of this endless cycle - living on the edge of destruction.

John tells us that the time is near. (Rev. 1:3) Every day and 
every hour it comes ever nearer. Matthew, in our reading tells 
us to “Keep watch, because we do not know on what day the 
Lord will come.” (Matt. 24:42) No, we do not know when, and 
that means we must always be prepared. And I don’t mean that
we should be stockpiling food or building a bunker. But what it 
does mean is preparing your heart and soul for what is to come.
It means making of yourself the best person that you can be in 
the here and now. It means not putting off for the future your 
plans to study the Bible. It means not delaying to reconcile with
estranged family and friends. It means integrating yourself in 
fellowship with others in the church. It means doing now all of 
those things you mean to do for the benefit of others.

As John says, “the time is near!” Be ready, my friends. Be 
ready!
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Please bow your heads and pray with me…
The Lord God you have said, “I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, who is, and who was, and who is to come, the 
Almighty.” You were there at the founding of the universe and 
you will be here at the end of time. Only you know the day and 
the hour, but we wait and watch and prepare so that we might 
be ready when the Lord Jesus Christ comes again. Lord, bless 
us, make us steadfast in your grace.

ἀμἠν
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