
Hope in the Lord 
First Sunday of Advent - Year A - 12/01/2019

Psalm Reading:  Psalm 122
1st Reading: Matt. 24:36-44, 2nd Reading: Romans 15:1-13

It is the first Sunday of Advent, and the theme for this 
Sunday, as you can see by the bulletin cover is “hope”. Hope 
seems like one of those broad general terms that makes us feel 
good when we invoke it. We say things like, “we hope for 
humanity,” or “we hope for a better tomorrow,” by which we 
mean that we want something good to happen, something that
brings happiness to all concerned.

Yes, we do hope for these things, but what we are asking 
for here is some vague, undefined, continuing future. It’s lack of
specificity leads me to wonder whether “a better tomorrow” is 
something so vague that when we come to describe that 
tomorrow, none of us are in agreement. I think we, as 
Christians, need to be a bit more precise about what we expect 
this future to look like, to enunciate more clearly what it is that 
we are hoping for.

Luckily, during this Advent season we have a much more 
specific meaning with regard to hope. What we, as the Body of 
Christ, are hoping for is the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

As Christians, we tend to conflate the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas. Christmas is the 25th of December and the 
twelve days following. Advent is four Sundays in a row, the 
whole month leading up to Christmas, throughout this time we 
look forward to the coming of Christ in two senses. As we move
ever closer to Christmas day we naturally contemplate the first 
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coming of Jesus Christ when he was born to Mary so long ago. 
We are treated to stories of Mary and Joseph looking for a 
place to stay, of Angels singing in choirs, and of shepherds 
treking to see the baby in a manger. We decorate and 
celebrate, and buy presents. We become focused on heritage 
and remember Christmases of long, long ago.

Because we are a temporal people who tend to view time 
in a linear fashion, we think of birth as a beginning and not an 
end. So, this contemplation of the first coming of Christ, leads 
us, in the church, naturally to thinking about the second 
coming. (The second coming is ginored in secular culture 
because it is seen as a catastrophic event, but, in fact, the time 
when Jesus returns will result in a final end to destruction, 
hatred, and war.) So, during Advent, we have this tension 
between the first coming of Jesus that came about peacefully, 
with those Angels, and shepherds, and donkeys in a stable but 
concluded with the crucifixion of our Lord on the one hand. 
While on the other hand, we understand through the Bible that
there will be a second coming, even a reckoning, that, yes, 
begins with chaos and upheaval, but ends with the peaceful 
reign of Christ. 

So the Advent season, for us Christians, is all about hope, 
our confidence in the first coming of our savior and the hope 
that gives us for when Christ returns again.

Paul, in our reading from his letter to the Romans writes 
about hope. In this epistle he addresses how we might build up 
hope in ourselves and others and what the ultimate result of 
having hope will be. 
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In Romans, chapter 15, verse 4 Paul discusses the basis for 
our hope, “For everything that was written in the past was 
written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in 
the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might 
have hope.” So the basis for our hope is the Word of God. Paul 
makes it clear that it comes from “everything that was written”,
that is, it comes from the Bible. If we did not have the Bible 
what would our hope be? It would be no more than a 
daydream.

(Story about sail ship model.)
A certain degree of activity, then is necessary in making 

our hopes become a reality. Yes, it is our confidence in and our 
application of the message that comes from the Bible that gives
us encouragement and endurance. This encouragement and 
endurance are made clear to us through our experience in real 
life every day! We get this experience directly from God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit. Just as importantly and
more concretely we get this experience from each other.

It is difficult for me to over-emphasize the importance of 
being part of the Body of Christ and living our lives in imitation 
of Christ. Paul drives this home when he writes in verse 5, 
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give 
you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ 
had.” By living in the hope that the Bible gives us, by being at 
peace with one another, by sharing our joys and our sorrows, 
by loving one another, we as a group embody Jesus Christ. We 
experience all the good things in the Spirit that God means for 
us to have.
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And if you look at the four Advent themes, you will see 
that they are, hope, peace, joy, and love. But the first of these 
is hope. This is because our hope in Jesus Christ is the 
underlying basis for all the rest. It is why we come together in 
this sanctuary to worship God. It is why we pray for one 
another. It is why we support one another and work to support 
others in the wider world. It is why we are in close relationship 
with each other and with our Triune God.

So, our hope in Christ really has many facets. It is 
something we desire because it builds us up, it gives us strength
and it gives us courage. It makes us feel good. It empowers us 
to help others. But more than this, it gives us the impetus to act
in the world. When we have hope, we want to share that hope 
with all the world. It is with this attitude, as Paul tells us in verse
6 that “with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!”

By being encouraged and encouraging others around us, 
by remembering Christ’s coming and hoping for Christ to come 
again, and by doing all of this together as one Body of Christ we
end up glorifying God and giving thanks to God. And you should
know that this glorifying of God is not for God’s benefit. It is not
because God needs praise. No, it is because in praising God we 
come to realize even more clearly how truly great God is, and 
how much God loves us. God is here for us.

In verse twelve, in a quote from Isaiah Paul continues this 
theme, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to 
rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.”

This verse tells us that our hope is in Jesus Christ, that 
Jesus is our savior, the savior of all people. And so we come 
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back to the ultimate point of the Advent season, which is to 
recall that Christ came to save us all, to become a sacrifice for 
our sins’ And Christ is coming so that we might stand before the
judge of all creation at the end of time, free of sins. Indeed, this
is a season of hope.

Please pray with me…
O God of Wonder, O Lord of all Creation, as we celebrate 

with joy the first coming of Christ, as we remember that 
innocent babe in a manger, fill us with hope for your coming 
this holiday season. Let us be active in the world, bringing your 
message to the hopeless, filling all humanity with an 
understanding of the peace you give, the joy you inspire, and 
the love you share. 

Amen 
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