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Getting Along 
(2018-07-15) 8th Sunday after Pentecost - Year E. 

OT: Proverbs (17:14, 20:3, 26:17) Psalm (24)  
NT: Romans (14:1-13) 

 
 Paul, in his letter to the Romans, is writing to tell the 
people in the Roman church to stop squabbling about things 
that do not matter. The argument is over whether people 
should eat meat that has been sacrificed to idols. There is one 
faction that says the sacrifice has profaned the meat, making it 
not fit for the consumption of a Christian. The other faction 
says that it is okay to eat it because, well, those Pagan gods 
don’t exist anyway. We could get bogged down in the minutiae 
of those arguments. Hey, I could argue either side on that 
theological discussion. But Paul tells them and us that this issue 
is not important. Further yet, to judge someone on a topic such 
as this is actually to do wrong. 
 Paul says, “Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? 
To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, 
for the Lord is able to make them stand.” (NIV, Rom. 14:4) In 
other words, it is not up to you to determine whether the 
earnest thoughts of other Christians condemn them or uplift 
them, especially when it comes to stuff that really doesn’t 
matter. They are the Lord’s and the Lord will sustain them. 
 I picked out a few proverbs from the Bible that reinforce 
the idea that getting into arguments, especially for the sake of 
argument is not necessarily a good idea. This is what ancient 
wisdom has to say on the subject, “It is to one’s honor to avoid 
strife, but every fool is quick to quarrel.” 
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Then there is this, “Starting a quarrel is like breaching a 
dam; so, drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.” (Prov. 
17:14) Yes, this is one proverb you need to use your 
imagination for. Have you ever breached a dam? Well, I 
have…sort of. When I was a boy we lived near a hill, and one of 
the things my brother and I liked to do was to dig and make the 
biggest mess of the back yard that we could. We had so much 
of the hill behind our house dug up that there were ruts in the 
hillside. So what we would do is get a couple of coffee cans and 
bring can after can of water up the hill. If we could get my 
sisters to help, we would form a kind of bucket brigade. Then 
one or two of us would build a dirt dam in front of the place we 
were dumping the water. We would work rapidly with soup 
spoons and our bare hands as the water built up behind the 
dam. As the pool built up, we would have a bigger and bigger 
perimeter to contend with. The dam would have to get wider 
and taller.  

Sometimes we would set up toy soldiers, we called them 
“army-men”, beneath the dam. Eventually, the water would 
start overflowing the dam at a breach, and we would have the 
satisfaction of watching the dam disintegrate. It was like a 
miniature Johnstown flood. Once the breach got going there 
was no stopping the carnage. It swept away the three-inch 
green men and inevitably turned the back yard into a muddy 
mess, and us, too. 

Well, this is what arguments are like. We build up a huge 
degree of animosity, which is dammed up inside of us. And at 
some point, the dam bursts. Which is hugely destructive, and 
when released all at once this animosity sweeps away all in its 
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path. Arguments can build and build and then when the dam 
bursts, swish, all civility is gone like the green men with 
bazookas and radio packs on their backs, swept away and long 
forgotten in the diluvial destruction. 

My brother and I had the luxury of engaging in a whole 
new activity if we wanted, but that might not be the case with 
an organization that is torn apart in internecine struggle. It is 
certainly true that little arguments have a tendency to become 
big arguments and they can often be about things that really do 
not matter, kind of like the argument over whether the Romans 
should have eaten meat sacrificed to idols. And this seems like 
such a silly argument today, but we have our own silly 
arguments. 

Here is another verse from Proverbs, “Like one who grabs 
a stray dog by the ears is someone who rushes into a quarrel 
not their own.” (Prov. 26:17) In all my misspent youth, I never 
grabbed a stray dog by the ears, not even tempted. And, of 
course, this is the point. Don’t do it, because there is nothing to 
be gained by it more than a dog-bite on the nose. Well, this 
would seem obvious, but I was so entertained by these 
proverbs from the Bible, I dug up some more proverbs on line. I 
will only share one of them with you. It is a Nigerian Proverb, 
and it goes like this. “Two men quarrelling cannot share the 
same seat on a canoe.”1 The imagery in this one made me laugh 
right out loud when I came across it. No doubt you recognize it 
as the inspiration of the children’s sermon. I can just see two 
guys in a canoe arguing over whether Michigan or Michigan 
State has the best football team this year. An argument ensues, 
making the canoe tip over and both seat-mates and everyone 
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else on board getting tossed overboard because they are 
rocking the boat. It seems like a senseless argument. After all, it 
is not so important as the Army/Navy game. 

But Seriously, as funny as these images can be, they are 
funny because of the dichotomy between a ridiculous cause 
and serious consequences. What makes them even funnier is 
the truth that undergirds them. And what is not so funny is that 
there are indeed serious consequences to arguments and 
disagreements that are pointless. 

There is a theological concept, and you are going to have 
to pardon my Latin. It is called adiaphora. The concept basically 
supposes that there are beliefs that are not essential to the 
faith, and as you might guess there have been many arguments 
over what these essentials might or might not be. Daniel 
Migliori, a theologian and academic, defines it this way, 
“Adiaphora are peripheral or non-essential matters that are not 
to be made binding on the Christian conscience.” Within this 
frame, he tells us, falls “customs, practices, and viewpoints 
neither commanded nor forbidden by the Word of God.”2 And I 
may add, this would cover many questions we encounter in 
secular life, including which University has the best football 
team, how we deal with pot holes in city streets, or the relative 
merits of our favorite or least favorite politician. 

I personally think we spend way too much time thinking 
and complaining about such things and taking our eye off from 
what is important, and that is, of course, our faith. In verses 5-7 
of our reading Paul writes, “One person considers one day 
more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. 
Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 
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Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord. 
Whoever eats meat does so the Lord, for they give thanks to 
God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord, and gives 
thanks to God. For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and 
none of us dies for ourselves alone.” So what Paul is saying is 
that there are two paths, two ways of thinking, both working 
for the ultimate good, the glory of God. 

The thing we often misunderstand about people espousing 
one idea or another is the fundamental goal behind the idea. I 
would put forth to you that most people in this world want the 
world to be a better place and choose their ideology with that 
in mind. I think, often, we are led to believe that those who 
disagree with our politics or act differently from us are malign, 
even evil. But the fact is, in general, this is only a difference of 
policy. Yes, there are exceptions, but these exceptions are few, 
and when these exceptions arise they can be dealt with 
individually. 

So, I encourage you all when you talk to someone with 
opposing political views to exercise self-restraint and 
understanding. This does not mean that you have to agree or 
even like what the other person is saying, only that you should 
treat that person with respect, and especially respect their 
motivations. It also does not mean that you cannot express 
your own views in private conversation. 

But I must tell you that for me, as far as the church goes, 
politics in general is adiaphora. Most of that stuff really doesn’t 
matter. What matters to me is the state of our souls, the state 
of our minds and our bodies. What is important is our unity in 
the body of Christ. What matters is that you receive the Word 
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of God as it is written in the scriptures. What matters is that 
you come to know Jesus Christ. What is vitally important is that 
you are saved by God’s Grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and 
that you love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and all your mind. And it is of the highest importance 
that you come to love your neighbor as yourself. 

At the end of our reading from Romans Paul writes, “So 
then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. 
Therefore let us stop passing judgement on one another.” 
(Rom. 14:12-13) Indeed, it is not up to us to attack others in 
anger because they do not share our views. God will do the 
judging of you, and I, and everyone else. And do you know what 
God sees when God is judging? God doesn’t see our sins, what 
God sees is the purity of the one who sacrificed himself for us. 
And we should try to do the same. We should try to see Christ 
in others whatever we think of their views.  

Please bow your heads and pray with me… 
Infinite God, you are the judge of all creation, and we in 

our hubris, try to set ourselves up as judges. Lord, forgive us. 
We ask that you grant us patience, bolster our hearts and 
minds so that we focus on what is of ultimate importance…your 
love for us.  

αμην 

1 https://www.inspirationalstories.com/proverbs/t/on-disagreement-quarelling/ (accessed July 11, 2018). 
2 Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding: An Introduction to Christian Theology, 3rd Ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: 
William B. Eerdmans, 2014) 441. 
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