
A Life of Love
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany - Year A - 02/16/2020

Psalm Reading: 119:1-8
1st Reading: Deut. 30:15-20, 2nd: 1 Cor 13

Intro:
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians is in response to 

information he has received from this squabbling and 
dysfunctional church. Arguing over speaking in tongues, 
prophesying, eating meat dedicated to idols and all kinds of 
stuff.

Tells them to get down to basics and the most important 
thing for a Christian is Love.
(1) If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

Whatever you say, if not said with love is empty of true 
meaning.

“Hollow, empty, and overwhelming”.
What good does it do?

(2) If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing.

How does it help at all?
Must be done out of love for people...God.

It is Relational – when we love it becomes something more.
(3) If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Flagellation, fasting, praying without ceasing.
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If we do these things only for show, only because someone 
says we are supposed to, if we become puffed up with 
pride what is the point?

(4) Love is patient,
Not like waiting to see the dentist.
About relationships. We must bre patient with the foibles of 

others.
 love is kind.

Being considerate, polite, but not enabler.
 It does not envy,

Do not need what others have. Happy that they have what 
makes them happy. Even so, often the more you have,
the more you have to worry about.

 it does not boast, it is not proud.
Notice these things that love is, is focused on others, not 

ourselves.
(5) It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking.
It is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

Story about my Dad punishing us kids.
Forgiveness
If we did not discipline ourselves, he would do it for us.

(6) Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
Do not rejoice in harm coming to those we do not like.

(7) It always protects,
Love is not about things, but human relationships.
Give responsibility but check to see if they need help.

 always trusts,
Trust but verify. Doesn’t mean we must believe everything.

 always hopes,
Hope and pray for good things in the future
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 always perseveres.
Does not mean that it always succeeds, but does always 

carry on, moving forward to toward a goal. Indeed,
(8) Love never fails.

Because we measure success, not like a business or a 
military campaign, but in what is shared between us.
But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass
away. (9) For we know in part and we prophesy in part, (10) but 
when completeness comes, what is in part disappears.

So really nothing else matters but Love, because nothing is 
whole, nothing important but love. Time and tide will wash all 
away and all that is left is the sand on the shore.
(11) When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, 
I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of 
childhood behind me.

The nature of Babies:
consume mass quantities
expel mass quantities
and cry.

Augustine – babies are great sinners. Would destroy the 
universe to get their way.

Babies totally about self
But learn from people who love.
But grow and form relationships

It is love that changes the child.
It is love that makes humans able to live with each other.

Potluck?
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(12) For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall
see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I am fully known.

In this life we can’t see everything others are thinking.
We can’t read each other’s minds.

But I think when we have been partnered with another for a 
long time. Through mutual love, we do get to see each other more
clearly. And I think these loving relationships are a foretaste of 
what Paul is reaching for when he says, that then we shall see 
face to face.

I think if you look around this sanctuary, or look at the loving 
face of the person sitting next to you, you will see what love is. 
Yes, you will only see dimly, but you will know in your heart that 
there is so much more depth to that love than you can see 
through a glimpse or a glance. And you know, I think that is what 
heaven must be like. Sure there will be streets paved with gold, 
but seeing clearly the love of those around you will mean much 
more than precious stones or mansions in the sky.

You know that God so loved the world that he sent his only 
son. That is the kind of love God has for us. Forgiving our sins in 
spite of all of our self-centeredness, all of our thoughtlessness. 
We, compared to God, are still the babies we talked about earlier.

Paul’s conclusion to chapter 13 of his first Letter to the 
Corinthians, this chapter, called the love chapter, contains one of 
the most famous lines in the Bible, which you have heard at every
wedding, but heard not often enough. He says:
(13) And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love.

When all else passes away, what we will remember, what 
will truly count in this world and in the next is not the material 
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things we have gathered, not fame, nor the fortune that we have 
garnered through all of our efforts. No, what really matters is that 
we have had faith in God and each other. That we have placed 
our hope in God and each other. That we have loved God and 
loved each other. But as Paul says, “The greatest of these is 
Love.”

Please pray with me…
Eternal Three in One, you love us and you sustain us. You 

are our model of love. Yes, you are three persons in one God 
who know each other so well that your mind and your being 
are one. It must be love that connects you. It must be love that 
caused you to create us in your image, that we might 
experience the light of your compassion. That we might one 
day see, not through a glass darkly but gaze into the eyes of 
each other and see nothing but your eternal truth.
 

ἀμἠν
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