
In Spite of Our Sins
5th Sunday after Epiphany - Year C - 02/10/2019

Psalm Reading: 138
1st Reading: 1 Cor. 15:1-11, 2nd: Luke 5:1-11

We have all been told that God loves us in spite of our 
sins. Well, if God Almighty were waiting for our perfection, the 
Eternal God would be waiting an awful long time! At Bible study
on Thursday we looked at the 23rd Psalm, and in it we found out
that if we accept God as our shepherd that “Surely, goodness 
and hessed will follow [us] all the days of [our lives].”

I intentionally use the original Hebrew word hessed for 
one of the things that follows us, because it is one of the 
Hebrew words that can be used for “love”. It can also be 
translated as “mercy”. So, in spite of our sinful nature God will 
still love us, and have mercy upon us. But we should not be 
taking advantage of God’s abundant generosity and forgiveness
by being slackers. In fact, we should try, positively, to be good. I
think any thorough reading of the Bible makes it plain that like 
any good parent, God places expectations upon us. (Just take a 
look at the Ten Commandments or the Sermon on the Mount!) 
And though it is probably impossible to reach those lofty 
expectations, it is important that we make an effort to do so.

My point here is that God not only loves us in spite of our 
sins, but God has expectations about our attitudes and 
intended actions in spite of our sins. And even more, God calls 
us to the service of the Lord in spite of our sins. Our sins and 
our sinfulness are in no way a disqualification for working in 
God’s service. I don’t think God is looking at a resume up there 
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in heaven and saying, “Let’s see, Jane (or Joe) is qualified to do 
this or that work in my service because she (or he) always prays
before dinner and she gives blood to the blood bank every six 
months. She is worthy, so lets call her to be on the mission 
committee at the church.” It just doesn’t work that way.

You know, the greatest figures in the Bible felt themselves 
unworthy of acting in God’s service. They felt unworthy of 
leading God’s people...and you know what? They were 
unworthy, but God called them anyway!

When Moses was called at the burning bush, he asked of 
God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” (NIV, Exodus 3:11) He didn’t feel 
worthy. Think about it! He was a murderer living in exile! Yet 
God called him. And Moses led God’s people all the way to the 
borders of the promised land. He became one of the great 
figures of the Bible, the most revered figure in Jewish History.

Isaiah, the prophet, expressed his fears when he was 
called by the angels to bring God’s message to the people. He 
said directly to the angel, “Woe to me, I am ruined for I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 
lips...” (Isaiah 6:5) But then God queried Isaiah directly. “Whom 
shall I send? Who will go for us?” In essence asking, “If not you, 
then who will do what the Lord asks?” Yes, good point from 
God. If only the worthy were called on to do God’s work. Well, 
there wouldn’t be anyone to do God’s work. So, I think we are 
called, unworthy as we are, and in our work move toward some
kind of worthiness, though, of course, we never become wholly 
perfect. There was only one perfect being and that was Jesus 
Christ.
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So, the unworthy Isaiah worked in God’s service, and 
though he was never perfection, he became one of the greatest
of the prophets. He is the most quoted prophet in the New 
Testament.1 At times his writings read like a fifth Gospel!

Then, in our Gospel reading from Luke, Peter takes Jesus 
out in a boat. Jesus preaches to the people who are standing on
the shore. And when the preaching is done Jesus performs a 
miracle of sorts. He gives Peter and his fellow fishermen a huge 
catch of fish. Peter is astounded by the plenty he has been 
given and at that moment seems to realize just who this Jesus 
is. Peter then expresses his unworthiness for this treatment and
he falls to the knees of Jesus, saying, “Go away from me, Lord; I 
am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8) Peter knows he is unworthy!

It is after this expression of sinfulness that Jesus says to 
Peter, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 
(Luke 5:10) Jesus knows Peter is a sinner and calls him to follow 
him in the most important work ever to be given to a human. 
To be a fisher of people for God! (Something we are all called to
do, by the way.) Peter is the rock upon which the Church will be
built. The one given the keys of the kingdom! What he looses 
on earth will be loosed in heaven. All this power granted to 
Peter, a sinner! And Peter remained a sinner, and we know this 
because the Gospels recount him denying Jesus! Three times! 
Yet Peter was still considered the first among the apostles in 
spite of his moment of weakness during the passion.

And what about the great evangelist? The last of the 
Apostles? You know, Paul. His work would eventually bring the 
Gentiles and half of the Roman world into the fold of 

1  http://biblescripture.net/Isaiah.html (accessed February 06, 2019)

3

http://biblescripture.net/Isaiah.html


Christianity. Though revered today for his headwork in theology
as well as his footwork, in his first letter to the Corinthians he 
expresses feelings of unworthiness. He says, “I am the least of 
the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.” (1 Cor. 15:9) Yet, in 
the midst of his hard-heartedness as he was on the road to 
Damascus intending to wreak havoc among the believers in 
Christ, he was stopped by Jesus himself and called to be the last
of the Apostles. How could there be anyone any less worthy 
than this apparently vindictive, small-minded zealot? Yet he 
was called to a great work for God. And the work he did puts 
him among the greatest church people of any time or place.

In his first letter to the Corinthians Paul lets us in on a 
significant theological truth, “By the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace to me was not without effect.” Yes, God 
made us. We are flawed humanity, yet God, by the grace of 
God, made us in the image of God. God made us to be good; 
the sinfulness within us is of our own doing. But even this 
sinfulness, even this unworthiness, is not without advantage 
because God’s grace and our own guilt may prompt us to be 
better than our sinful nature makes us. It prompts us to rise 
above the pettiness and self-centeredness that is natural to us, 
perhaps because it is there to be over-come in the first place. 

If we were perfect from the beginning, I think there might 
be a tendency to sit back in complacency and do the bare 
minimum to get by. Sometimes it is good that we have 
something to prove to ourselves. In fact, Paul says that he 
worked hard, perhaps for that very reason. But he points out 

4



the fact that it was not him that did the work, but “the grace of 
God that was with me.” (1 Cor. 15:10)

Indeed, it is all about God’s grace.
So, God calls us by grace, whether or not we think we are 

worthy. (And of course we are not worthy.) But you know, God 
does not just call us willy-nilly. Though we are unworthy, that 
does not mean that we are not equipped. It does not mean that
we are not capable. God does not choose us or call us to do 
stuff and just leave us hanging. In our responsorial psalm, a 
psalm of David, our psalmist prays, “When I called, you greatly 
emboldened me.” (Psalm 138:3) And so God gives us courage 
and strength. When Isaiah was called by God, his lips were 
touched by a “live coal”. He was given the gift of prophecy. And
we are given the gift to speak God’s word from the Bible. In our 
Gospel reading, Peter has Christ with him to tell him what to 
do. And Peter would have Christ with him to instruct him in 
everything, so that Peter would become the rock he was called 
to be. Christ is with us at every moment, guiding us, instructing 
us in what is right. And Paul had a zeal to work in God’s service 
unlike any evangelist before or since. And so God fills us with 
zeal and determination.

God has given us natural talents. God has given us a mind 
to think, a mouth to speak, a heart with which to love. Our 
Triune God, Father, Son and Spirit, gives us inspiration and 
discernment to know the things that we are capable of doing.

And so we see that God chose us to be the people of God 
in spite of our sins, in spite of our flawed humanity, in spite of 
our self-centered proclivities. And God wants us to work in his 
service, in the service of each other, and in the service of the 
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church. That is a big part of what being a church member is all 
about. It is about participation. It is about discerning how we 
can all be part of the same Body of Christ, helping each other in
our life in Christ. It is about knowing that God loves us and calls 
out to us not because of...but in spite of who we are.

Please bow your heads and pray with me…
All-seeing, All-knowing, All-present God, you call out to 

each and every one of us every day to be the people you intend
us to be. You made us in your image so that we might do your 
work in the world. Though we have many faults we respond to 
your call because we know that you are a sustaining and loving 
God. We know you are with us and will guide us as we move 
into the future. We pray to you O Lord, in the name of Jesus 
Christ the head of our church.  
 

ἀμἠν

6


