
What the Lord Requires of Us
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany - Year A - 02/02/2020

Psalm Reading: 15
1st Reading: Matt. 5:1-12, 2nd: Micah 6:1-8

Our reading from Micah begins, “Listen to what the Lord 
says...” (Micah 6:1, NIV) Micah begins this way so that you will 
pay attention to the words which follow. It is an imperative, a 
kind of demand. But I think these words could also stand alone 
as pretty good advice for all of us to actually “listen to what the 
Lord says”. It is something we don’t often do. We most often 
take our own counsel and ignore what God is telling us. And 
this applies in most circumstances, at least until we run out of 
all other options. It seems like it is only then that we listen to 
the word of God.

But you know, we are not meant by God to live life in that 
way. We are meant to be in close relationship with God at all 
times. Which means that we should always be listening to what
the Lord has to say.

The rest of our passage from Micah reads like a courtroom
drama, Perry Mason for example. I can just imagine the first 
scene in Micah’s office. Looking a lot like Raymond Burr, Micah 
is sitting behind his desk, looking dapper in a suit and tie, 
tapping the eraser at the end of a number two lead pencil on a 
pad of paper as he pours over some monstrous law book that is
sitting on his desk. He is deep in thought ruminating over some 
puzzling case. Della Street walks in, “Micah, you have a very 
important visitor out in the lobby and I don’t think you should 
keep him waiting.”
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“Who is it?”
“It’s God.”
“Well, Show the Lord in Della.”
And she shows the great person in. So God enters, and we 

are all in suspense to see what God looks like, but we never get 
to see God, the camera stays on Micah as he rises out of 
respect. It is then that the Good Lord tells Micah that his job is 
to plead the Lord’s case “before the mountains, and let the hills
hear what [God] has to say.” God hands Micah a document to 
present at trial and then is shown out of the office by Della.

Micah furrows his brow and plops down in his chair. 
Reading over the document, he is now quickly tapping his 
pencil on the desk and frowning. He is pouring over the 
document from the Lord. Della pops her head back in the door. 
“Well, are you going to take the case?” Micah looks up. “Well, 
what do you think?” The scene fades to black and we get to 
watch an ad in black and white about Brylcream, you know “a 
little dab’ll do ya.”

Truthfully, Micah has little choice. When God calls us we 
respond. So, in the next scene we see Micah walk slowly into 
the courtroom, looking all about him. He takes his place at a 
table and waits as the courtroom fills up. Finally, when the time
is right, Micah makes the announcement, “Hear, you maintains,
the Lord’s accusation. Listen, you everlasting foundations of the
earth, for the Lord has a case against his people. He is lodging a 
charge against Israel”

This sounds ominous, and indeed it is. What is it that the 
Lord is so peeved about? Why has God gone to the extremity of
bringing a case against the people? Micah reads off the charge. 
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First, we find out that the Lord has been particularly gracious to
the people. God has freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. 
The Lord has given the people leaders like Miriam, Moses, and 
Aaron. God has saved them from all kinds of communal chaos. 
And that is just God entering directly into the history of Israel. 
God could have gone on and spoken to all of humanity 
reminding us that we and all the universe are God’s creation, 
reminding us that God made the greatest sacrifice of all, 
sending Jesus Christ to redeem us in spite of all of our sin. And 
has God not guided us from all those dark ages of the past to 
time when we live in climate controlled houses that keep us 
cozy even in the frozen north? God has given us the church, the
Body of Christ of which we are a part to bring us solace, love 
and community. And the list could go on, ad infinitum, forever, 
and ever.

And in spite of all the Good Lord provides, the people are 
ungrateful, and this is the real charge. The Israelites forget who 
it is that has been their God, and seem somehow to believe 
that it is only their doing that has given them all the comforts of
this life and the promise of a future life.

Whoa, ingratitude for what God has done. Not giving the 
Lord what is due? That is a pretty hefty charge, one that weighs 
heavily on the Israelites. In our courtroom scene we see the 
Israelites lined up stage left. They are despondent. They are 
penitent. They know that they have not done what is right. 
They mill about, finally choosing a representative to push 
forward to speak for them. And he speaks with heartfelt fear of 
the Lord.
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He already admits the guilt of the people. He begins his 
speech with proposals of recompense to God for their sins. 
“With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before 
the exalted God?” (This representative of the people is 
wondering what is enough?) “Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings, with calves a year old?” (Is ritual animal 
sacrifice enough? Is this what the Lord wants from us? Could it 
be more than just the usual offering? He pauses and gulps.) 
“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten 
thousand rivers of oil?” (Hearing no response he wonders, will 
any amount of animal sacrifice be enough?) “Shall I offer my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul?” (What a horrible thought! No, certainly human 
sacrifice is beyond the pale. This must be beyond what God 
would demand. After all he saved Isaac from the hand of his 
father, Abraham. And yet we know that God will eventually 
make that extreme sacrifice for us.)

This representative of Israel, this representative of 
humanity sputters and finally comes to a stop. What else can be
said? He is asked to be seated, and so, head in hand, he returns 
to the mass of humanity. And we are left to wonder just what it
could possibly be that God wants.

It is a perfect time for a dramatic pause, a commercial 
break… We see Madge dipping a lady’s hand in Palmolive dish-
soap.

Our TV screen now resolves with Micah standing before 
the accused mass of humanity. He knows they are contrite. 
They know that they have sinned against God and against each 
other. But they do not seem to know what it is they can do, not 
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only to make up for what they have done, but what is expected 
of them in the future. Micah composes himself. He grips the 
barrister rail in front of the multitude and makes a summation. 
In this strange courtroom scene he seems to be the prosecutor 
and the spokesperson for the Judge of all Mankind. He says, 
“God has shown you, O mortal[s], what is good. And [in 
response] what does the Lord require of you?” He pauses, just 
for effect. “...To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” The camera dwells on Micah for a few 
seconds - then the credits roll.

And we, seated back on the couch, look at one another 
and talk all at once: “That is the strangest episode I have ever 
seen!” “I feel like this episode was written just for us.” “Can it 
really be that simple?” “Is this all God really wants from us?” 
“To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with our 
God?”

Yup, Micah has it right. All we have to do is “act justly and 
love mercy and walk humbly with our God.” But like everything,
it is not quite as simple as it sounds. Not that there is a catch, 
but there are certainly implications. “To act justly.” What does 
that really mean? I think it means that we always try to do the 
right thing, not emphasizing self-interest, but focusing on a 
right relationship between ourselves and others, working 
together with unity and love. Sounds a little bit like “Do unto 
others...doesn’t it?” 

And what about loving mercy? I think this is really about 
forgiveness, giving others the benefit of the doubt and not 
taking advantage of others, especially those who are 
vulnerable. This still falls under the Golden Rule.
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And then there is Micah’s statement that we should “walk 
humbly with our God.” How do we do this? Well, we are 
definitely talking about relationships here. When we walk with 
God it means that we are not only going in the same direction 
and walking the same path, but also walking in company with 
God. So that God is with us. We are not following some well-
beaten path that God has already walked, but we are blazing a 
new trail with God at our side. We are moving together. 

And humility is key on this spiritual journey. It is not just 
about us, but about who we are traveling with. We need to 
take the focus away from ourselves and put it where it belongs,
with this beloved companion at our side.

 You know, up until now we have been talking in 
metaphors and vague generalities. If you are like me, you want 
to know how to make this happen. You want to make this 
relationship, this trek across a lifetime with God a reality. So, 
let’s drill down a little bit on this walking with God idea.

What are some discipline’s we can practice to do this? 
Prayer is important. This is how we communicate with God. 
Worship is another way we walk with God, delving into the 
tenets of our faith. Fellowship with others and discussing our 
faith with others in studying the Bible. Action is also important, 
actually practicing the tenets of our faith, going into places 
“where angels fear to tread” and being with God in helping 
others in the world. I know, I know, all this sounds a lot like our 
mission statement doesn’t it? To proclaim God’s Word, to 
nurture God’s people, and to demonstrate our faith.

You know there is a kind of legal relationship between us 
and God that is reflected in our courtroom scene. Our Bible is 
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written out in two testaments. A testament is a kind of 
contract. God has a contract with each an every person that is 
written in stone in the Old Testament, and on our hearts in the 
New Testament. So, we will be fulfilling our contract if we do 
what the Lord requires of us...as Micah tells us, “To act justly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with the Lord our God.”

ἀμἠν
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