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Heaven’s Reward 

4th Sunday of Easter - Year C - 05/12/2019 

Psalm Reading: 23 

1st Reading: Acts, 2nd: Rev 7:9-17 

 
Continuity in Bible between the past, the present and the 
future. 

 
 
The Lord is my Shepherd – I lack nothing. Physical needs 

 
 
Leads me beside quiet waters and refreshes my soul. Spiritual 
needs. 

 
 
Guides me along right paths. Conscience, Guide, Prayer. 

 
 
Though I walk through the darkest valley. Fear no evil. Rod and 
Staff. 

 
 
Anoint my Head with oil. My cup overflows. 

 
 
Goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life. 
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And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. (Xlate from 
Hebrew.)  

“ak towb wahesed yirdepuni kal hayay wesabti bebet yahweh 
leorek yamim.” (To a length - Forever) 

 
Comforting in the here and now, and often used at memorial 
services and elsewhere when we are close to the border 
between the here and the here-after. 

 
Now let us fast-forward to heaven and take a look at Chapter 7 
in the book of Revelation.  

 
 
There is a multitude, beyond counting, of people from “every 
nation, tribe, people and language.” “Wearing white robes.” 

 
Holding palm branches… 

 
 
These are the ones who have come out of the great tribulation. 
They have been cleansed “in the blood of the Lamb. 

 
 
Therefore: 

 
“They are before the throne of God...” 

 
“They are sheltered in God’s presence...” 
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“Never again hunger or thirst...” 

 
“The sun will not beat down on them...” 

 
“The Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd.”  

 Lamb/Shepherd – Suffering servant. 

 
“He will lead them to springs of living water.” (from Isaiah) 

 
“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

Sounds a lot like the 23rd psalm doesn’t it. Past/Present/Future 

 
 
Heaven and Earth coming together. Our job to bring heaven to 
earth. To bring about God’s kingdom. 

 
 
A foretaste of heaven in the here and now… 

 In the church – house of the lord. 

 In what God will provide for us in the here and now 

 And make permanent in the hereafter. 

 
There is continuity between this life and the next life, and 
though we cannot know the details of that continuity we can 
know that God is present in the here and now, and God will be 
present in the future. We can rely on God, on Christ and the 
Spirit to be with us through it all.  

 
Please bow your heads and pray with me… 
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Eternal God, you remain beside us through thick and thin. You 
knit us in our mother’s womb. You gave us a conscience and 
your commandments so that we might know right from wrong. 
You give us the bounty of this life and the promise of the next. 
Lord, you relieve our anxieties if only we accept your love. Lord 
help us to accept the benefits of your Grace in the here and 
now and in the future as we perpetually live in your house 
forever.  
 
 
 
 

ἀμἠν 


