
The Nature of Miracles
6th Sunday of Easter - Year C - 05/26/2019

Psalm Reading: 67
1st Reading: Acts 16:9-15, 2nd: John 5:1-9

What is a miracle? It was a miracle when God liberated the
people from slavery in Egypt. It was a miracle when I was called 
to this church filled with wonderful, caring people. It was a 
miracle when Christ came to earth to set an example for all 
humanity and suffered and died for our sins. It was a miracle 
when my children were born and grew up to be fine adults. It 
was a miracle when Jesus on entering Jerusalem stopped by the
pool of Bethesda and healed a man who had been an invalid for
thirty-eight years.

In today’s reading from the Gospel of John, Jesus was 
headed into Jerusalem for one of the three festivals that were 
held in that great city. It could have been Passover, or 
Pentecost, or Booths. As he was walking up the road toward 
the Sheep Gate, he came to a pool which is called Bethesda 
which means “house of mercy” or “house of healing”. It was 
said to be a healing pool

Imagine what this healing pool must have been like.
Roofs, benches, crowded with people.
Sinkhole at Rockport
Library Sulfur Spring

One of the people near the pool is an invalid.
38 years. 

1



Been trying to get into pool, but prevented by the crowd.
So Jesus sees this guy on his pallet near the pool and finds out 
about his condition. 

Jesus Asks: “Do you want to get well?”
Important question.

Others taking care of him.
Our participation in a miracle.

Not willing to believe – No effect.
If we do not accept a gift of God it does us no good.

So just what is a miracle?
Not necessarily defying the laws of physics.

Though it could be.
Does not have to be a comet diverted at the last 
second.
Miracle not a Magic Trick. 

Something that happens that changes our lives through 
God’s power.
Not for entertainment, Not to amaze us, Not passive.

God works through:
Not necessarily an angel.
Nature, Other People, Advancements in Technology,
our own bodies, our hearts, souls,
Relationships
God Winks

Miracles as signs in the Gospel of John of God’s power and 
love. Seven miracles:

Water into Wine, Heals a noble’s son, Bethesda, 
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Feeding the 5000, Walk on Water, Heal Blind Man,
Raising of Lazarus. (Not to mention rising from dead.)

Miracles manifestations of God’s Grace, and a revelation 
of God’s Grace.

Healing happens not only in the body, but in the heart
Part of hat a miracle is, is its relational effect.

Saved by Grace through faith in J.C.
Miracle is a relational act of God. We are called on to 
respond to it. Prayer / Thanksgiving / Love
Remember the invalid never goes into the water. Jesus 

does not pick the man up and carry him into the pool. No, Jesus
simply tells the man he is healed and then to pick up his mat 
and walk. The man does exactly that. That is the miracle. God 
has changed the man’s life heart, body, and soul.

You know, miracles happen all around us all the time. It 
happens when our car starts on a cold winter morning. It 
happens when we receive a comforting call from a friend. It 
happens when we are blessed by our evening meal. A miracle is
an act of God, not the natural disasters we see on the news or 
read about in the paper, but rain that waters the farmer’s 
crops, the fish that takes the bait on the end of a hook, the 
helping hand of friend. A miracle is the activity in our lives that 
makes us better people.

And yes, miracles are also those amazing events that occur
in our lives. When a community is miraculously saved from a 
natural disaster, or when God forgave us for all our sins when 
Jesus went to the cross. It happened on the day that God 
formed the universe and fashioned humanity in the divine 
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image. And you know, I think this is an important point. We, 
you and I, are made in the image of God. As the hands and feet 
of the Lord, are instruments of God’s work in the world. We 
help bring about the miracles God wants for others. So we 
should act in the world in a way that helps others, in a way that 
consciously brings God’s miracles into the world. It is not 
random. Miracles are planned, and they have been planned 
since the beginning of time. We can be a sign of God’s power 
and love in the world just as miracles are shown to be in the 
Gospel of John, and in this way we can create a miraculous 
relationship with each other and with all people in the world. 
But most of all this is a connection to our creator, the God of 
all, Father, Son, and Spirit.

Please bow your heads and pray with me…
Eternal God, you demonstrate your love for us every day. 

We are surrounded by miracles both large and small. We are 
surrounded by the instruments of God’s love in the form of 
other people, in the form of this beautiful world, in the form of 
this life you have given us. Lord, open our eyes that we may see
the power of your majesty. Fill our hearts that we may feel your
love for us. Lift our voices that we may sing our praises to you...

ἀμἠν
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