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One Sin Leads to Another 

10th Sunday after Pentecost - Year B 

OT: 2 Sam (11:1-15) Psalm Reading: (14) 

NT: Eph (3:14-21) added Col. (3:1-11), John (6:1-21) 

 

 David, the famous hero king, the founder of a great 

dynasty, has so many lessons to teach us about life, about God, 

about our faith and about how we live. But not because he was 

all wise and wonderful, but also because he was not always a 

good person. The story of David, as it intersects with Bathsheba 

and Uriah, is a case in point. If you ever want to know how not 

to be a good king or a good person, all you need to do is study 

to be like David at this time in his life. He is self-indulgent, 

thoughtless of others and this, as we shall see causes a cascade 

effect that turns out to have serious consequences, not only for 

David, but those about him. 

 Our reading from 2nd Samuel begins, “In the Spring, at the 

time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the 

king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed and 

besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.” (NIV, 2 

Sam. 11:1) It seems to be just a factual historical statement at 

first glance. But take a closer look. Spring is a time for kings to 

go to war. But what does David do? I suspect it would have 

been okay not to go to war at all, but David doesn’t do that, he 

sends Joab and his whole army off to do his dirty work. So 

David begins our reading neglecting his duty, playing hooky, as 

it were. I am sure that the king’s people were none too happy 

about it. I can imagine a bit of grumbling in the army. “O, that 
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David, sending us off to war while he just hangs around the 

palace, enjoying himself.” 

 And sitting around, enjoying himself is exactly what David 

was up to. Verse 2 tells us, “One evening David got up from his 

bed and walked around the roof of the palace.” So David gets 

up in the evening? It is an indication that he has been sleeping 

or at least relaxing all day! Well, maybe it was just a cat nap. I 

don’t know. But the author seems to think it is important 

enough to make it part of the story.  

And where does David go in the gathering dusk? Well, it 

might seem like a strange place to go, the “roof” I mean. But 

we can’t equate the roof of David’s palace with our 

understanding of a roof. The top of a palace we might think of 

the way we might think of a balcony or a deck today, a place to 

sit and talk with a glass of iced tea or perhaps a place to watch 

the setting sun. 

 The thing about David’s palace is that it was probably built 

on one of the highest lots in the city and would have been one 

of the biggest structures in town. From that roof he would be 

able to see what was going on all over the place. And, indeed, 

see he did. He could see into the back yards of all his neighbors. 

 Now, at this point, had David been a bad person? Well, not 

really. He may have deserved a rest. Well, let us not make 

excuses for him. But still how often have you just once let 

something slide, just a little bit, cut a corner, walked around a 

hoop, skimmed a reading assignment back in high school, not 

gotten that last spec off a dirty dish? Yes, just a little neglect of 

duty. Was it really all that bad? 
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 If it had not set up the train of circumstances that followed 

I am sure the chronicler who wrote Second Samuel would never 

have bothered to mention it. But this little thing that David did 

or rather did not do would create a cascade of events that 

would negatively affect the lives of many people, and would 

follow a pattern of sin stacked upon sin so high that all the time 

that has passed since then could not blot it out.  

 So, what did David do next? He proceeded to invade the 

privacy of his neighbors, (this is sounding a little worse all the 

time isn’t it?) looking into their back yards until he happened to 

spy a woman bathing. This beautiful woman was Bathsheba, 

“the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” (v. 3) 

David would have known exactly who Uriah was. He was one of 

David’s “mighty men” a group that had probably been with him 

through thick and thin during the times he was trying to outrun 

Saul’s army. This was a noble, loyal, follower of David. 

 But David allowed his desires to get in the way of his own 

personal loyalty and sent messengers to bring Bathsheba to the 

palace. Now note the plural on the word messenger. It is quite 

probable that she may not have consented to this visit to the 

king, and it took a show of force to get her to come. (v.4) And 

we know what the result of this visit would be. As the next 

verse tells us, “The woman conceived and sent word to David 

saying, “I am pregnant.”” (v.5) 

 Now we have sin upon sin, crime leading to crime. David’s 

initial idleness has led to actions that become increasingly, 

nauseatingly horrible. And it is at this point that I think David 

begins to realize that even though he is king that he is doing 

wrong, if not yet in his own eyes then certainly he knows his 
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actions would be seen as wrong if the people, or even more 

Uriah, were to find out about it. 

 So, struggling to cover up this crime, David tells Joab, the 

general commanding his army, to send Uriah to him. His not so 

devious plan is to get Uriah in proximity to his wife in hopes 

that there might at least be the perception that the patrimony 

of the child would be through Uriah. But Uriah, in contrast to 

David, does not go home as his king bids him, but tells David, in 

a short speech that can only be seen as an ironic rebuke of the 

king, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my 

commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open 

country. How could I go to my house…? As surely as you live, I 

will not do such a thing!” (v.11) 

 This is a stark reminder of how this whole thing started 

out. It is a reminder to the king that Uriah is a much better man 

than the king himself. After yet another failed attempt to get 

Uriah to go down to his house, this whole sordid affair takes an 

even darker turn. David’s sin drives him to a not so subtle ploy 

to rid himself completely of Uriah. He sends Uriah back to the 

army with a note telling Joab to put Uriah in the front lines 

“where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he 

will be struck down and die.” 

 Truthfully, this story, especially when examined in detail 

fills us with disgust, fills us with disdain for David, fills us with 

pity for Bathsheba and Uriah. I have heard this passage 

described as an abject lesson in power, power’s lure and how it 

corrupts, and as Lord Acton, in his famous quip noted “absolute 

power corrupts absolutely”, and maybe that is the lesson here. 

But I think it is more, it is shows how when we let sin have reign 
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over us, even in small things, the sin itself comes to have 

absolute power over us. 

 Yes, David committed even the terrible crime of murder, 

because Joab carried out his orders. Uriah died in the front lines 

of battle along with a few other supernumeraries. And so we 

see quite graphically how sin begets sin, one seeming to make 

the next a necessary consequence.  

Was David an evil person? He is certainly a sympathetic 

character in most stories in the Bible, but here I think he had a 

total lapse in morality and judgment. Throughout this story it 

seems as though he is, in some sense, oblivious of the moral 

wrong he is doing. Of course, Nathan will point out David’s 

faults in a parable, and the whole sordid affair will weigh 

heavily upon David. In the end, he will repent of the whole 

affair. 

 So, what can we learn from this episode? Paul in his letter 

to the Colossians speaks of us having an old life and a new life. 

The old life, before we accepted Christ, is fraught with sin, 

because sin is in our earthly nature as surely as it was in David’s 

earthly nature, and Paul lists “sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 

evil desires, and greed.” (I think we could easily attribute to 

David all of these.) (Col. 3:5) Paul goes on to tell us, the new life 

is in Christ. In a sense, by entering the new life we put to death 

our earthly nature, which is a slave to sin, just as David’s nature 

was a slave to sin. In finding Jesus we find the strength to resist 

temptation and at times overcome even the desire to sin. This 

is one of the great benefits of being in Christ and having Christ 

in us. We overcome the desire to commit even the small sins 
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that lead us to greater sins, which Paul lists as “anger, rage, 

malice, slander, and filthy language.” (Col. 3:8) 

 Yes, David is disgusting in this scene with Bathsheba and 

Uriah. David, in spite of his physical beauty, his talent with the 

lyre, his acumen in battle, is human. In this story he represents 

the old life, the old covenant in which there is no victory over 

death, because the battle with sin was then hopeless. The new 

life is in his anti-type, the suffering servant, Jesus Christ, in 

whom there is victory over sin and death. 

 I have mentioned in previous sermons on David that David 

is the ancestor of Jesus in the genealogy at the beginning of the 

book of Matthew. Yes, it is the line of David that produces the 

human side of Christ. Christ is fully human and fully divine, and 

it is important to know how bad that human ancestry was, at 

times, because it helps us to understand that Christ overcomes 

all of that sin that is inherent in our being no matter how bad it 

may be. Christ could not be tempted in the desert. Christ died 

for us on the cross, atoning for all of that sin, including the sin 

that we commit today. We, then, should not revel in the earthly 

glory of David, but recall that even the greatest is mere frail 

humanity without the faith and hope and indwelling of Christ. 

 So, being in Christ saves us in two ways. First, it helps us to 

resist evil in the here and now. Though we may be tempted to 

do wrong, even as the great David was tempted, we, unlike the 

oblivious Dave, understand that we are doing wrong and with 

Christ’s help, which David did not have, we can overcome that 

temptation. Now we will not always succeed, but we at least 

have a fighting chance with Jesus at our side. 
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 The second way that Jesus helps us is by atoning for our 

sins, so that when we do fall, God will forgive us…by Grace 

through our faith. And in thanks for that gift from God, we want 

even more to be worthy of that gift, and it drives us, in Christ, 

to be better people, to love the Lord with all of our hearts, 

minds and souls, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 Please bow your heads and pray with me… 

 Eternal and saving God, though David was a great king and 

a mighty ruler, we do not take him as an example of how we 

should live our lives. As we accept Jesus into our lives we accept 

Christ as our example. We are made in the image of God, dear 

Lord help us to act like it. 

 

ἀμἠν 


