
Beyond the Mundane
Transfiguration Sunday - Year A - 02/23/2020

Psalm Reading:  99
1st Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21, 2nd: Matt. 17:1-8

In Chapter 16 Jesus has just told the disciples that it is time
they prepared to go to Jerusalem. He is beginning to get them 
ready for the suffering of the passion, for the time when what 
has been spoken of by the prophets is going to be fulfilled. And 
I think the Transfiguration that happens in our reading is an 
important step in this process. Because through the 
transfiguration the Apostles will be able to see clearly, to 
understand who Christ really is:  
(1) After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the 
brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves.

Peter, the leader of the Apostles, the rock.
James and John, Boanerges, the “Sons of Thunder”.
Jesus takes them there to open their understanding.

(2) There he was transfigured before them.
What does “transfigured” mean?

In spite of dictionary definition...
Not changed in essence but seen for who he really is.

Story about Bike Ride around Mercer Island.
Looking for something new. But the beauty 
was all around me all of the time.

In the same way, the Apostles have been seeing Jesus 
every day. They have eaten with him, walked with him, seen 
him be tired. Seen him do all the mundane things we humans 
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do. They need some kind of sign to remind them of just how 
precious this Jesus is. They need a sign to truly see and 
understand.

What does this sign look like?
His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as 
the light.

Our understanding of what the sun provides.
Warmth, energy, the essentials of life. 

Christ Provides these things. Without Christ, we would be 
like an asteroid floating out in space, a mere barren rocky 
waste.
(3) Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with Jesus.

Moses – lead Israelites out of Egypt, the giver of the law.
Writer of the Pentateuch, the first five books.

Elijah – Representing the prophets.
Old Testament –> New Testament
Something else is interesting about these two characters. 

Moses must have been raised from the dead in order to be 
present at this scene. But Elijah, was one of the few characters 
of the Old Testament who does not die.

Story of Elijah and Elisha.
So, this could also be a foreshadowing of what is going to 

happen to Jesus. 
(4) Peter said to Jesus, "LORD, it is good for us to be here. If you 
wish, I will put up three shelters-one for you, one for Moses and
one for Elijah."

Peter is on the wrong track.
Christ’s power not stationary, but on the move.
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Jesus pretty much ignores Peter.
(5) While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, 
and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!"

Reminds us of the Baptism of Jesus.
“Listen to Him!”

Moses = Law
Elijah = Prophets
Jesus = Something new.

So we have the Law, we have the prophets before us, and 
who is it that God says we are to listen to? Jesus. And we have 
the sayings and the life of Jesus before us in the Gospels and 
interpreted in the Epistles. Who and what are we to follow, 
what are we to listen to?

Christology embedded in the Old Testament.
(6) When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the 
ground, terrified.

Why afraid of God?
People who had seen God in OT had often died.
Even Moses feared to look upon the Lord.
God of retribution, a God to be feared.

(7) But Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. "Don't 
be afraid."

Jesus brings the comfort and love of God.
Is this the true Transfiguration?

(8) When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
We see the fearful austere God transfigured perhaps into 

Jesus Christ. The familiar friend who walks beside us.
The Laughing Jesus picture.
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Conclusion:
Image of Christ: we too transfigured at the end time.
As you know, we are made in the image of God, in effect 

the image of Christ. As Paul tells us in his Epistles, because 
Christ died and then rose, because Christ ascended into 
heaven, we too will rise and ascend into heaven on that 
judgment day.

I also think that like Christ, we too will be transfigured. You
know when the Apostles saw Christ changed, they saw the light 
of Christ. They saw Jesus as he really is.

The apostles were used to seeing Jesus every day. To their 
eyes, Jesus may have even seemed somewhat ordinary. But 
when Jesus was transfigured they were strikingly reminded of 
who Jesus actually is. The transfiguration did not change Jesus 
in any tangible way, it only made clear what was already true, 
that Jesus is the Messiah, that Jesus is God, that Jesus is Love. 
Yes, they knew it before, but this revelation made the reality 
palpable, allowed them to see it and feel it down into their very
souls.

In that same way, we too will be transfigured when we go 
to heaven. Our faces will shine. We will glow with the love of 
Christ that has already transformed us within. So this image is a
revelation to others of the light of Christ that is already in us. 
We already glow within ourselves. We can already feel the 
warmth of God’s love. We can already feel the benefit of being 
made in the image of God.

And you know it is not just us as individuals. It is every 
person we see in this sanctuary. It is every person that we meet
on the street. It is all of God’s children, all of us who inherit the 
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kingdom of heaven. So, when you greet each other with a sign 
of peace at the end of the service or talk to someone during 
fellowship time or even when you are just chatting with 
someone in line at the grocery store, look closely at the person 
you are with and I think you may get a glimpse of that light that
shines in each and every one of us.

Let us pray…
O God our Father, you have blessed us with the light of 

your love. Open our eyes that we may see your work in this 
world. Lord, it is through your love that we are transformed, let 
us also be transfigured in a way that reveals to the world that 
we are your people and you are our God.

ἀμἠν
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