
Peace on Earth
2nd Sunday of Advent - Year A – 12/08/2019

Psalm Reading: 72 
1st Reading: Matt. 3:1-12, 2nd Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

Introduction:
Isaiah background

lived 700 years before Jesus.
This passage prophesies the coming of Christ

and the effects of that coming – often called the
“peaceable kingdom”

(1) A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots 
a Branch will bear fruit.

Jesse father of David
Root of Jesse

Line of David to Jesus (Matt. 1:6)
Tree stump, grape vine story
When Christ is born it is fulfillment of prophecy.

(2) The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him- ^ the Spirit of 
wisdom and of understanding, ^ the Spirit of counsel and of 
might, ^ the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD- 

Spirit of Lord coming down (Matt. 3:1-12)
Wisdom (active) vs. Understanding (passive)
Counsel (The Word) and Might (Power over all things)
Made in image of God – try to imitate Christ.
Fear of the Lord (Afraid of disappointing)

Respect for parents...Guilt trip (Mom)
(3) and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

Delighting – Happy to do God’s will.
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Not anxiety, but hope – closer to God.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by 
what he hears with his ears; 

“Not judge with eyes or ears.”
Can see who we are deep down. 
But when we act good, it ultimately forms us into

better people.
(4) but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

Righteousness gets a bad rap.
“Righteous, Man...Peace Brother”

with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He 
will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath 
of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

Justice at the end of time.
Strike the earth (etc.) is his pronouncement

(5) Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash 
around his waist. 

Bible Study – Reminds of Eph ch.6 – Armor of God
Wear it like it is a part of him.

Protect and Comforting
Belt of truth / Breastplate of righteousness / Shield of faith

(6) The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down 
with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

New Section? Or the effect of the King’s Coming?
Predatory animals vs. domestic animals.
Suppression of natural instincts to take advantage of other

people.
and a little child will lead them.
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Little Child – extended image of peaceful kingdom or a 
reference to the innocent babe who will become the 
king of all? - Leading the creatures to be at peace.

(7) The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down 
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.

Talks about diet.
Reminder of where all began – Garden of Eden
King brings back the ideal state

(8) The infant will play near the cobra's den, and the young 
child will put its hand into the viper's nest.

Why child does not fear (fearless or viper will not bite)
Even our lizard mind (fight or flight) under control.

Vipers – Serpents – Snakes: represents evil or temptation?
Another remembrance of Idyllic state of Eden?

Temptation no longer has effect?
Could this be another prophecy?

In chapter 4 of Matthew after Jesus Baptized he is led 
into the desert to be tempted? 

(9) They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as 
the waters cover the sea.

Knowledge of the Lord = the Word becomes all pervasive
Spread of Gospel brings peace (individually and 

worldwide)
(10) In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the 
peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will 
be glorious.

When the ultimate end comes, all will be part of the 
peaceable kingdom.
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Resting place: New Heaven and New Earth. Rev. (21:1-4)

So again in this Advent reading we see how closely tied are
the idea of the anticipation for the first coming, “the little child 
who will lead them” and the second coming that ultimately 
brings on the peaceable kingdom. And as we find so much in 
the Bible, the stress is on the Word. And we can see how we as 
Christians have a role to play in bringing about this coming 
Kingdom. It comes, first, in how we accept the Holy Word of 
God that guides and directs us as a people and comes to cover 
everything the “way water covers the seas.” It is something 
that is meant to pervade our lives and our society. Which 
means that we need not only to have an “understanding” of the
Word, but the “wisdom” to apply it.

You know, this passage paints a broad picture. It 
prophesies the coming of Christ. It refers vaguely to the 
beginning of time, the Garden of Eden, and it points to the New
Heaven and the New Earth and how all of this comes about. But
I think it also speaks directly to our personal lives today. 
Because, you know, we are all made in the image of God and 
were meant to live in imitation of Christ. If this is the case we 
can take the words of Isaiah and apply them directly to our own
current circumstances. So, if we wish to be at peace with 
ourselves and at peace in our relationships we need to be as 
Isaiah describes Christ, wise and understanding, counselling 
others with comfort and love, being strong in our faith, fearing 
the Lord and delight in that fear.

We need to be righteous – in the good sense of that word!
The road to inner peace comes through the application of God’s
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Word, and through right relationships with first ourselves, 
because I think we do indeed have a relationship with 
ourselves, our relationship with others, and of course to be in 
right relationship with God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit, three in one, our Trinity.

Now let us pray together…
Blessed God, thought our lives and all the earth’s people 

often seem to be in turmoil, you have planned for us your 
peaceable kingdom. Be with us as we struggle to meet your 
expectations, to be righteous even in the face of temptation 
and the voices of naysayers. Lord, you gave us this Advent time 
to contemplate the coming of your son into the world, both on 
that first Christmas eve so long ago and in the future when your
Kingdom will come at last. So we wait with hope, we 
contemplate with joy, and we anticipate your loving presence. 

ἀμἠν
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