
 The Nature of Christ
2nd Sunday after Christmas - Year A - 01/05/2020

Psalm Reading: 147:12-20
1st Reading: Eph. 1:3-14, 2nd: John 1:10-18

Gym class in middle school. Rainy day.
Old sports movie, Reel to reel College football, Notre
Dame v. Michigan or Army v. Navy, black and white. 
Inspiring yes, but more fun when run backward.
Laughter up and down the aisles,
Catches over shoulder. Dogpiles unpiling with flying 

bodies.
This is like how cosmologists have figured out the how the 
Universe began.

Run the universe backward and it comes to a point.
Can’t figure out what happened before “Big Bang”.
“All I’m saying is that something set the universe into 

motion. And maybe, just maybe, that universe was made for 
us.”
The Bible tells us in Genesis that God said:

“Let there be light.”
“Let there be a sky.”
“Let there be creatures.”

So God created everything through the Word.
Notice that the Word is active. The Word does things. 
What is said has consequences.

The first three verses in the Gospel of John tell us:
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning; through him all things were made.”

This is Jesus Christ that John is talking about.
So this huge universe was created through the activity of 

Jesus Christ. Making Christ one with God, creator.
Then Christ comes to Earth.

Heard all about this during Christmas season.
Baby Jesus lying in a manger

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This is what that Christmas story is all about.
Taking the Word and translating it into flesh.

Yes, the world is created through the Word, but the Word 
is something more yet, It is the Bible, a message, THE
MESSAGE, to us.

Christ is the fulfillment of the OT and the message of the 
NT.

We begin to see that Christ is everything to us.
Creator /  Message / Law Giver / Life Itself

But, of course, when Christ comes, because humanity is 
involved, there is a problem...

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to 
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

By the act of creation Christ is King.
Yet, Christ, the anointed one, is not recognized by the 

people he was sent to bring THE message to.
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In many ways the Gospel is the story of Christ being 
rejected and then crucified.

What does this mean to us?
First:

12-13 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God.

But there will be some who will receive Him.
When we receive Christ we become children of God.
As Children of God we receive an inheritance:

The Kingdom of God → for the future.
But in the present we receive something more from Christ:

16-17 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of 
grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps meaning that we receive grace even greater than
the great gift of that first covenant the Ten 
Commandments 

NRSV = “grace upon grace”.
God’s favor, God’s comfort, we can’t forget our Christmas 

themes: hope, peace, joy and love. And ultimately, it 
is forgiveness that comes to us through this grace. 
Allows us to be in good relationship with God and
with each other.

18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has 
made him known.
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So it is through the Word that God becomes known, and 
we can construe this as the Words that Jesus spoke to us 
through the Gospels, telling us who God is...but it is, of course, 
more than this. It is understanding that Jesus Christ was made 
in the image of God, just as we all are. But it was Christ who 
renewed that image to perfection so that we could see what 
God looks like and what we should be molding ourselves into. 
This is why we should be living in imitation of Jesus.

So just what is the nature of this Jesus? Jesus is the cosmic 
creator. Jesus is the Word made flesh! Jesus is the very image 
of God, because Jesus is God, one with the Father who brings 
us daily and for all time grace upon grace. Jesus is rejected by 
humans, but accepted by God, the acceptable sacrifice for our 
sins, interceding for us so that we can be forgiven. Thus we can 
be the heirs of the Kingdom and live in peace and unity with 
God and with each other.

Let us pray…
Creator God, Word, wellspring of life. We look to you for 

deliverance. We look to you for salvation. Open our eyes that 
we may see you clearly. You were made flesh for our sake. Help
us to be worthy of your love, for we can never be worthy of 
your sacrifice. 

ἀμἠν
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