
What Discipleship Looks Like 
21 Oct 2018 - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost - Year B

Psalm Reading: (104:1-9, 24, 35c)
NT: Job (38:1-7), Mark (10:35-45)

So Job is in the midst of a dust storm. You can imagine the 
wind swirling about. The visibility is barely beyond the length of
Job’s walking stick. He wonders why God would afflict him with 
terrible suffering. He has lost his family. He has lost all his 
property, and he has an excruciating skin disease. As a result of 
all these awful things that have happened to him, Job has been 
questioning God. God finally confronts Job speaking from the 
depths of the storm. The Almighty says, “Who [are you to] 
obscure my plans with words without knowledge?” (Job 38:2)

No question that it would take a degree of unmitigated 
gall to challenge God. But at this point in his suffering Job 
figures it can’t get any worse. Besides, he would really like to 
understand what is going on here. He wants to know just what 
it is that God wants of him. He has been good and prosperous 
all of his life and now, in return for his righteousness, all he is 
receiving is suffering.  God speaks to Job, and God is not really 
saying what Job would like to hear. God tells of many mighty 
wonders of his works. Job and we are staggered by them. These
works go on in the book of Job for page after page. We are left 
feeling small and insignificant in the midst of God’s creation. 
We come to the conclusion that we are just a minute, 
inconsequential, but sentient being, subject to every act of 
God. There seems to be no way to completely understand what
is in the mind of God.
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And perhaps it is important for us to understand how truly 
inconsequential we are. We can put ourselves in a similar 
situation to that of God. When we are walking on the pavement
do we look carefully at the sidewalk and avoid every tiny ant we
run across? Most of us aren’t paying close attention, and even if
we did, we could never be careful enough to avoid every living 
thing. Imagine this, how many microbes pass away every time 
you wash your hands? In a size comparison, this is how it is 
between God and humanity.

But there is a difference: God is so great that God has the 
capacity to love each and every one of us in spite of the 
difference between us and God. God has no intention of 
washing those gentle, loving hands of us.

In our reading from Mark we have a very different 
conversation between humans and the divine. James and John, 
two of the apostles, ask Jesus if they can be his prime ministers 
when he comes into his own. They want to sit to the right and 
to the left of him, which is how rulers signified their powerful 
subordinates in those ancient times. The king would sit at his 
table and he would have his best advisors close to him in order 
to be at his immediate beck and call. I can just see Jesus 
thoughtfully asking James and John, “Can you drink the cup I 
drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 
(Mark 10:38) And this question has meaning that James and 
John probably do not understand. In essence Jesus is asking 
James and John if they could be like Jesus. Could each be a 
suffering servant as was the Christ. Could they model their lives 
on the life of Christ?
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It is interesting to compare these two conversations 
because it reveals something about how we see God. In the 
case of Job, we see God as so distant and powerful that we 
cannot understand the power and the glory and the reasons 
behind what God does. How can we fathom what it is God 
wants from us, if anything? In the conversation with Jesus, we 
have the divine come to earth walking among the disciples. And
it is Jesus who tells us what it is that God would have us do.

You know we were made in the image of God...So do we 
model our behavior on that of the great Jehovah, the distant 
creator? Do we accumulate power and glory the way James and
John are angling to do? Well, I think one of the reasons that 
Jesus came to earth was to dispel this notion. After the obtuse 
request from James and John, Jesus gathers his disciples 
together and lets them know that being a follower of Jesus, a 
follower of the Way, living out our destinies as people made in 
the image of God, does not have much to do with achieving 
power, but has to do with being like Jesus, making of one’s self 
a servant. (Mark 10:43) 

When Jesus asks James and John if they can drink of the 
cup he drinks of we know it has to do with suffering. The 
baptism has to do with dying in Christ – going under the water, 
and then rising with Christ, coming back to life. As Paul says in 
his Second Letter to the Corinthians, “The old life is gone, the 
new life has begun.” And he is talking about a life of 
discipleship. Suddenly, the divine and the holy are not so 
distant for us as they are for Job. We have become an actual 
part of it in the Body of Christ.
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You all know that baptism is symbolic of beginning a life in 
Christ, getting so close to God, in fact, that we are one with 
Christ and each other in the Body of Christ. But what exactly 
does this mean? Is there some kind of job description for this? 

That was part of what was troubling Job. He had done 
everything he could to be righteous and yet he suffered. The 
fact is that there is no blueprint to avoid suffering. We know 
this from the story of Job, and we know it because Jesus tells 
this to his disciples. He tells them that surely they will drink of 
the cup. And all the apostles would suffer for their faith. Most 
died the death of a martyr. From the scriptures, historical 
record, and traditioni we know the final stories of most of 
them. Peter was hung upside down on a cross. Andrew was 
crucified on a cross shaped like an X in Greece. Thomas was 
killed by the spears of four soldiers. Matthew may have been 
stabbed to death in Ethiopia, and the list goes on. Only John 
was thought to have had a natural death.

In spite of all suffering, Jesus gives us to understand that it 
is through servant-hood that we find happiness in the end. 
Wealth and power are just hollow possessions. But being a 
servant, being a member of the Body of Christ means unity with
God. So how exactly do we make servants of ourselves. How do
we become disciples in Christ?

Well, becoming a disciple is as simple as affirming to 
yourself and to the world your heartfelt intention to giving your
life to God. If this is done with good intent, the next step is 
practicing discipleship. And that is the hard part.

Well, it may not surprise you that a committee within our 
denomination has set down and written out and published 
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within the Book of Order a list of what members in the Body of 
Christ actually should be doing with their time and other 
resources. (Book of Order G-1.0304) This outline of a life of 
discipleship is something that I go over with people in our new 
member orientation class, and I thought it would not hurt to go 
through this list a bullet point at a time. Truthfully, each item 
deserves a sermon in itself and all of these items can be 
justified Biblically. This is a fairly long list but the church, the 
Body of Christ, always surrounds a disciple in an effort to help 
people live out this life of discipleship within the communion of
faith.

By the way, this list is not exhaustive:
1. Proclaiming the Good news in word and deed.
2. Taking part in worship and fellowship.
3. Praying for each other and supporting each other. 
4. Studying Scripture.
5. Supporting the ministry of the church.
6. Living out a life that reflects our relationship with Jesus.
7. Responding to God’s activity in the world through service.
8. Living responsibly in activities inside and outside the church.
9. Working in the world for peace, justice, freedom, and human
fulfillment.
10. Caring for God’s creation.
11. Participating in the governing of the church.
12. Searching yourself, and maintaining your own integrity.

Quite a list! And I like lists. If you have seen my desk, you 
know that I have a stack of lists that I go through on a daily and 
weekly basis. I put little stars by the important items and a little 
square in front of every action item. And when I get one of 
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those action items done, I not only put a little X in the box, but I
actually put a line through the writing. There is nothing like the 
satisfaction of crossing something off a list.

But this list is not like that. It is a list that reminds us of 
what we should be doing all the time. But twelve items? That 
seems like a lot to keep track of. And we don’t want to be 
fishing in our purse or pocket every time a situation arises, 
pulling out a list. “Let’s see...now does this fall into the category
of caring for God’s creation? or does it fall in the category of 
world peace? Me, I want to narrow it down to something that is
easy to remember. In fact, there is one item on that list that 
does kind of summarize what this list is driving at. If you were 
keeping track, it is number six: “Living out a life that reflects our
relationship with Jesus.” Because our relationship with Jesus 
involves living a life of caring, love, and servant-hood.

I think in this life we are all a bit like Job in our reading. We
are standing in the midst of the whirlwind. There is seeming 
chaos all about us, flying sand, and loads of suffering. It seems 
like chaos to us because we are too small to see God’s purpose 
in all of it. All we can do is hold on to our relationship with God 
and with each other. Our relationship with Jesus is that we are 
the disciples and Jesus is the master. So in every situation we 
must answer the question, “How do we do what Jesus taught 
us? How do we become better servants?”

Please bow your heads and pray with me…
Almighty God, Gentle Lord, make of us disciples, make of 

us servants. Help us to discern right from wrong, make us 
strong in faith and love. Help us to be what you would have us 
be...your people. 
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ἀμἠν
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i                 https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1-300/whatever-happened-to-the-twelve-  
apostles-11629558.html (accessed 10/18/2018)
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