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Waiting on the Lord 

9th Sunday after Pentecost - Year C - 08/11/2019 

Psalm Reading: 50:1-8, 22-23  

1st Reading: Luke 12:32-40, 2nd: Hebrews 11:1-16 

 

 Our reading from Hebrews begins with a definition. The 

author, whose identity is not now known, but certainly has a 

Pauline perspective, tells us that faith is “confidence in what we 

hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (v.1) 

 

 What is hope? 

  “70 Hebrew Words Every Christian Should Know” 

   Dr. Matthew Schlimm 

  Tiqvah – Hebrew for hope 

  qvah – Hebrew for waiting 

 Waiting for or anticipating something that is desirable. 

  We can’t see it now. It is all potentiality to us. 

 What is it we have faith in? 

  The promises of God. The fulfillment of the Covenant. 

   OT: Promised Land – Jerusalem 

   NT: Heaven – the New Jerusalem 

 

(v.2) “This is what the ancients were commended for.” 

 Author begins to tell the whole story of the Old Testament 

 in the context of faith. 

 

(v.3) “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at 

God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of 

what was visible.” 
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 In the beginning God forms everything…from nothing. 

 Ex nihilo – Unseen to seen 

 

(v.4-5) Story of Cain and Abel 

 Briefly tell story 

 Nature of Sacrifices 

  Not that God likes lamb chops better. 

  It was the faith and love brought by Abel that made  

  his sacrifice acceptable. 

 

(v.5-6) Story of Enoch 

 God took him up (Gen 5:21-24) to heaven because he  

 pleased God, and he pleased God through his faith. By 

 hoping and waiting on the Lord. 

  Sign in the Old Testament of what will come in NT. 

 

(v.7) Author talks about Noah as being righteous because he 

believed God, because he had faith, because he waited on the 

Lord. 

 Story of Noah in brief 

  Waiting for flood:  

   Logistical Nightmare 

 The nature of waiting 

  Not sitting in a chair twiddling your thumbs. 

   Waitresses and waiters 

  Activity to help bring about what you are waiting for. 
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(v.8-12) Abraham is promised an inheritance, but knew nothing 

about about the place he was promised. He traveled anyaway 

from Ur to the promised land. 

 Even when Abraham found it: 

  “Stranger in a strange land.” 

   living in tents 

   looking forward to what would be 

   waiting, but acting as he waited. 

   Transforming the land. 

   Someone to pass on inheritance to... 

 Story of Abraham and the stars in the sky. 

  Abraham believed God 

  Faith → Righteousness 

  But as he waits...he plays a part in making it happen. 

 

(v.13-16) So the author tells us that these people were “living 

by faith even when they died.” 

 Not yet seen the full covenant fulfilled. 

 Yet remained sure. Still waiting in hope, in faith. 

 

 We are like Abraham, strangers in this world in which we 

live. We are just sojourners here. 

 Dealing with the aches and pains 

 Dealing with the anxieties, the difficult relationships 

 Dealing with the consequences of the sins of others and 

  the sins we ourselves commit. 

And so we long for our true home. We have faith that 

ultimately it will come, and we wait in hope for its coming. 
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 And so we will one day see the new heaven and the new  

 earth. 

 But just as waiting for Noah was not sitting on his thumbs, 

but incredible activity, so it is for us. 

 Because the heaven that we are waiting for comes to 

earth, it is our job as the Body of Christ to work to make this 

world into God’s kingdom. We do this by living a good life in the 

here and now. We do it by being active in our church and in our 

community. We do it through prayer. We do it by praising God. 

We do it through loving relationships with one another. We do 

it by being the faithful people that God wants us to be. 
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